Novie Craven:
So can you teach me how to say Santa Claus in sign language?
Deaf Santa Claus:
Okay, sure. So Santa Claus. So I'm the Deaf Santa Claus, or you can do Santa Claus like this. So there's two different ways to do it. So Deaf Santa Claus, or Deaf Santa Claus. We show the beard.
Novie Craven:
It's amazing to definitely finally meet you, Mr. Santa Claus, and definitely be able to talk to you today and get to know a little bit more about you. My name is Novie Craven. I am the host of Inclusion Revolution Radio, but also we have a miniseries called Novie Knows, which is a little bit about my journey, I mean about myself, what I like to do. So on this episode of Novie Knows, we're meeting Deaf Santa. Santa, can you tell us a bit about yourself and how Deaf Santa all began?
Deaf Santa Claus:
So my name is Charles, Charles Graves, and I'm known as the Deaf Santa Claus. So I am actually Deaf myself. I use ASL. That's my primary language, sign language. It's my main method of communication. So pretty much a few years ago, somebody saw me with my white beard and my signing and came up to me and said, "Hey, your beard, do you mind being Santa Claus?" But I was a bit hesitant, but my wife reminded me, "When you were a child, you go to all the hearing Santa Clauses and you had some frustrations with that." I said, "You know what? That's right. So I think it's time for a change and nice for the Deaf children to be interact with a Deaf Santa Claus and communicate with that same shared language." And I think that's very important for them.
Novie Craven:
Awesome. And that's a very great decision to come up with [inaudible 00:01:52] Santa Claus as well.
Deaf Santa Claus:
Yes, yes. No, I feel blessed.
Novie Craven:
How do you talk with kids who use sign language or not hear well?
Deaf Santa Claus:
So with magic. So being a Deaf Santa Claus, I'm Deaf just like these kids are. So we all use the same language. We all use ASL, American Sign Language. So if a hearing child doesn't know how to use ASL and they came to visit me, we could still interact and communicate through the interpreter like we're doing right now.
Novie Craven:
Why is it so important for every kid to feel included?
Deaf Santa Claus:
I mean, no one wants to feel left out. We all want everybody to feel included in whatever they do, both deaf and hearing kids. So it's easier for the Deaf kids to feel ... It's very easy for them to feel left out because not everybody knows ASL. And that's a big deal. If you know a few signs of sign language, it's a fun language to learn, I think, but just a few words would do a lot.
Novie Craven:
What are some simple signs we can learn like hello and thank you?
Deaf Santa Claus:
Yeah. Well, hello. You do hello like this. Thank you. Please. Family, friends, friend. Merry Christmas.
Novie Craven:
So wait, do Merry Christmas one more time.
Deaf Santa Claus:
Merry Christmas. Merry Christmas. And then happy holidays.
Novie Craven:
This is how you say I love you?
Deaf Santa Claus:
Like this. Your palm facing out. Yep, like that. So the I, and that makes the L, and then these two fingers make the Y. So I love you. It's a nice shorthand for it.
Novie Craven:
Okay. Interesting. What fun holiday activities can families do so everyone feels welcome?
Deaf Santa Claus:
I mean there's a variety of things. It all depends on the families. All the families enjoy different things, they all do different activities, but if there is a Deaf family member, please include them as well. And you can just try and communicate with them. And if you don't know ASL, you're not fluent, you can write notes back and forth. You can get on your phone and use a voice to text, or you can just write messages on your phone and go back and forth and share the phone that way.
Novie Craven:
Yes. I think that's a very good idea because a lot of people like to be on the phone, including myself, and sometimes a lot of people like to text, including myself. And definitely that's a very good way to communicate people that live far and near, but definitely good to also use FaceTiming as well. How could families make holiday dinners easier for Deaf people?
Deaf Santa Claus:
If you could learn a bit of sign words and phrases, you're just asking about it and make them feel included and not left out and alone. When everybody's around the dinner table and chatting, you want to try and include them in the conversation somehow, in some way, I think that's a very good start and then eventually people get to pick up that language.
Novie Craven:
What are your favorite quiet and visual ways to share holiday cheer this season?
Deaf Santa Claus:
So when I see Deaf children being able to communicate with me in their language, in ASL, that is one of my favorite ways to celebrate the holidays.
Novie Craven:
What can schools do to make holiday events friendly for Deaf and hearing kids?
Deaf Santa Claus:
You could have somebody teach the class a few basic words and phrases. In sign language, it could be the alphabet so that way people can communicate with them. They can communicate with their Deaf classmates. If they know the alphabet in sign language, they can start finger spelling a lot of the words. And I think you'd be surprised how quick people can pick up the ASL alphabet compared to ... Kids pick it up much quickly compared to adults. So it's better to learn ASL earlier.
Novie Craven:
Does Mrs. Claus have ... Is Mrs. Claus Deaf too?
Deaf Santa Claus:
Yes, she is. My wife is Deaf. Yes, she is. She actually just stepped out, but she helped me set up this camera. She's very busy. She's a very busy lady, Mrs. Claus.
Novie Craven:
Yes, this time of the season. So how does Santa get ready for the holidays?
Deaf Santa Claus:
So it's a lot of planning all year round. It's a full-time job being Santa Claus. You got to be organized, you got to be ready for the hard questions, you got to be thinking about all the answers, think about backup plans, backup, backup plans. You want to answer the questions that come up pretty quickly. How do you say things in the correct way? It's a lot of planning, and that's something I do all year round. So everywhere I go, I'm like this. I look at the kids and kids see me and they think it's Santa Claus walking around. I'm saying, "Hey, I'm watching you. Are you naughty or nice this year?"
Novie Craven:
Oh, I was naughty-
Deaf Santa Claus:
... Ought to be nice.
Novie Craven:
I was naughty one year. I got coal one year for Christmas.
Deaf Santa Claus:
No, no.
Novie Craven:
No more. No more.
Deaf Santa Claus:
Yeah. You want to try and get on that good list. You want to try to get some gifts for Christmas this year.
Novie Craven:
I mean, I opened it and I thought it was something like ... So I started playing with it. I was like ... "What are you doing? That's coal." I said, "It is?" This is when I was very young. What does Santa want for Christmas?
Deaf Santa Claus:
Okay, can I have two wishes? Can I have two wishes for Christmas?
Novie Craven:
Yes. Of course. Of course. Of course.
Deaf Santa Claus:
Okay. So I think the first wish I would like is for all of the hearing parents with Deaf children to learn ASL. I think that is the best gift you can give to your child. You can give them new clothes every so often, but they get worn out, they get small. You can give them a bike, but bikes break down sometimes. You can give them a phone, but phones don't last forever either. But sign language, ASL, that lasts forever. So I choose that. So that's my first wish.
My second wish, I wish for people to consider donating to the Deaf Santa Claus Foundation that I have, that we have. It'll make many, many Deaf children happy.
Novie Craven:
Can you tell us about your movie, Deaf Santa Claus, and your Deaf Santa Claus Foundation and how they help kids and families feel included?
Deaf Santa Claus:
So the Deaf Santa Claus, it's actually a documentary. It's a documentary about how I myself became the Deaf Santa Claus. You get to know how it happened. I went through the process of Santa School, how I-
Novie Craven:
Santa School? Santa School. Okay. Didn't know there was Santa School.
Deaf Santa Claus:
Yes, yes. Yes, there was. Yeah. So I learned and again, I studied and was prepared. I got the makeup. I got the clothes. I got the whole fit. I look believe, like I looked real. And then for the foundation, that's our nonprofit organization that we have, so Deaf Santa Claus Foundation. It provides a lot of donations. It covers a lot of different things. For events that Deaf Santa Claus needs to come up to across the country, it'll lower the cost or have it free so that Deaf children all around the country can have the ability to visit with a Deaf Santa Claus. And it'll cover the interpreters, the cost of the interpreters, it'll cover whatever else is needed, it'll provide some educational trainings to hearing Santa Clauses, it'll include some training resources that they can use when they're interacting with Deaf children. Plus, there's many, many more things that it covers.
Novie Craven:
Well, Santa, I have to get back on my nice list and it's been very nice meeting you.
Deaf Santa Claus:
Of course, yes. And very nice meeting you too. It's a pleasure.
Novie Craven:
Bye.

