Novie Craven (00:00):
Hey everyone, I'm Novie Craven. Welcome to Novie Knows. I'm going to show you what life looks like through my perspective as someone living with an in intellectual disability.
(00:11):
Come with me to see this most amazing experience I had when I was younger. I took classes here almost 20 years ago and they were truly amazing. The Sitar Arts Center is a community where you can do music productions, musical theater, photography, and percussion, and a place where you can be yourself.
(00:39):
So, this is my dearest friend, Maureen Dwyer. She's the executive director of Sitar Arts. I know it's been a very long time. So, when did you start working at Sitar or did you start volunteering at Sitar?
Maureen Dwyer (00:53):
I worked very part-time. So, my first job was when our founder, Rhonda Buckley, was getting it going before we even opened the doors. And she hired me at about 10 hours a week to help to write grants for fundraising. And I thought it was a temporary part-time job. And here I am, 27 years later, we opened the doors in 2000. So, it's the 25th anniversary.
Novie Craven (01:20):
Yeah, I started here, coming when I was 12 and I think I started doing music theater. I think it was a percussion, I think. But definitely, like I said, I was in the musical, first grade and several other ones. And definitely having disability myself has really helped, because I had small pieces in this show, but I didn't have big pieces because, with my intellectual disability, I think that really helped because I was able to be included.
Maureen Dwyer (01:52):
For me, the theater, theater shaped who I am. I studied theater from a very young age, and I was able to because I had a strong program in my public school, so I didn't have to go out and find lessons that my family needed to pay for. And I think that's what Sitar has done over 25 years.
(02:11):
All kids could learn whatever art form they want. Music, dance, visual arts, theater, graphic arts, more traditional visual arts, and income wouldn't matter. There'd be no financial barrier, so that every young person who wanted to discover their gifts and develop them could.
(02:33):
I have watched so many young people really discover who they are through the arts. Some of them have gone on to be professional artists like Angel. This is one of his paintings here. Others have not, but they're scientists, and they're teachers, and they do the work that you do.
(02:50):
And I think that connecting with the arts is a really important part of education and growing up. And that's how I think families have really benefited from being part of the Sitar community.
Novie Craven (03:04):
You helped me a whole lot.
Maureen Dwyer (03:06):
Well, Novie. I feel really privileged. I've done part of your life. I'm going to continue to be...
Novie Craven (03:11):
Absolutely.
Maureen Dwyer (03:12):
I think that … I think you're amazing.
Novie Craven (03:14):
Thank you so much. Thank you.
Maureen Dwyer (03:17):
And I love you though.
Novie Craven (03:20):
I started coming to Sitar when I was 12 years old and I took classes with Rob. Rob Smith is the...
Rob Smith (03:31):
Director.
Novie Craven (03:32):
Director.
Rob Smith (03:33):
Of community arts education.
Novie Craven (03:36):
And we go way back. So how many years have you been working at Sitar?
Rob Smith (03:42):
Well, I started out at Sitar as a volunteer, and that was when I first met you. That was back in '02. You remember that?
Novie Craven (03:53):
Vaguely.
Rob Smith (03:54):
Me too. But, so I would say my years as a volunteer and then as a full-time staff member has totaled up to be at least 15 years working for Sitar.
Novie Craven (04:13):
How has Sitar impacted you and your family?
Rob Smith (04:18):
Oh, me and my family. Wow. Let me tell you. So, when I started working at Sitar, number one, we weren't in this really nice building. Also, don't forget, we started in a basement where we had six rooms. Half of those were our office, and then there was one big room that was our multipurpose room.
(04:48):
But somehow though, it was such a magical place where people felt safe to be there. We had so many people who just wanted to volunteer their time. Because of course, a lot of our work is in making sure that kids had stuff to do after school.
(05:12):
And so, this is important work, but the impact that it had on the neighborhood was vast because, of course, we grew out of that place. And now from a Section 8 basement, we are in this 10,000 square foot arts facility. But as a parent and bringing up my kids, they came to this center also.
(05:40):
And so, I did say, the impact really for all of us was really huge. But individually, that kind of have its own effects. For my kids who are adults now, they always say to me, "You know, if I wasn't put on stage, or if I didn't have all of these different types of opportunities to learn different art forms," they really feel like they would be a different person.
Novie Craven (06:15):
I think I've started doing, did we do DJing? A little bit?
Rob Smith (06:17):
Yeah. We had a DJ class together.
Novie Craven (06:20):
When I first started coming to talk taking classes, what did you think of me?
Rob Smith (06:25):
What did I think of you? Well, I thought that you were a pretty cool person. In fact, I was actually really impressed with how well you played the drums. Just from the start, you were able to really sit down, feel comfortable, and, I don't know, somehow maybe some people have, some people don't, but you really just have a lot of rhythm, just naturally. And so instantly, I felt like we were in a rhythm right off the bat.
Novie Craven (07:01):
Now, do you guys want to see us play something? Okay.
(07:10):
One thing I learned today was that Sitar Art Center is always appreciative, and open arms when alumni comes back. One thing you learned about me is I like to play the drums. Now you know what Novie knows.
