Novie Craven
Wow, I’m so excited for this episode of Novie Knows. Something about me is I love music. I’m excited to learn about a new kind of music. It’s called K-pop. We’re meeting the stars of Big Ocean, the world’s first hard-of-hearing K-pop band. 
On April 20, 2024, they shared their first song “Glow” on the day for people with disabilities in Korea. After that, people all over the world started tuning in. With the help of their huge global fan base, Big Ocean is sharing love and breaking barriers through music. Let’s welcome PJ, Jiseok and Chanyeon. 
PJ
It’s why, uhm, literally, we made our, uhm, group name Big Ocean, because we can use sign language under water. 
Novie Craven
Oh, you like the ocean? I like the ocean too. I like the ocean when … You know, when you go out there, it’s a big ocean, you know? You always want to … Sometimes, you get afraid, but definitely, you know, you have a lifeguard watching you, hopefully. 
The song “Glow” is just phenomenal. 
PJ
Oh, I hope. 
Novie Craven
I mean, it’s amazing. I mean … Yeah, your voices are outstanding. Uhm, so let me get in, get into the episode. Let’s welcome PJ, Jiseok and Chanyeon. I know that you have spent some time in my home country, the United States. So, I have some questions to ask you. First question is, what is your favorite American food so far?
PJ
Honestly, it’s hot dogs. 
Novie Craven
Hot dogs?
PJ
When I tried the hot dogs, it was so good. The taste, I didn’t ever forget the taste. Yeah.
Jiseok
For me, it’s taco. 
PJ
Taco.
Jiseok
Yeah.
Novie Craven
I like tacos too. 
Jiseok
Incredibly delicious …
Novie Craven
What Korean food do you think everyone should try?
PJ
Oh, okay. 
Jiseok
What’s your favorite food?
PJ
Aahhh … okay. Tteokbokki. 
Jiseok
Ah, tteokbokki.
PJ
But I have one for you. Uhm … First of all, don’t trust a Korean person when they say, “It’s not that spicy.” 
Novie Craven
No, that’s … I can’t do spice. No. Mm-mm … Nope, I can’t do spice. No, no, no … So, tell us about what K-pop … and what does it mean to you?
PJ
I love that K-pop has so much to say as well as to hear. Uhm, the passion, choreography, everything. Yeah. It’s why we sign language into our performances. They’re so visual, and it’s another way of, it’s another way for us to express our music.  
Novie Craven
Can you tell us about how Big Ocean began and how, how did you meet? 
PJ
None of us were really supposed to become idols. Chanyeon, he was an audiologist. And Jiseok, he was an alpine skier. 
Jiseok
Yeah, alpine skier. 
PJ
I was a YouTuber. So … but somehow, here we are. 
Novie Craven
How can music help everyone feel welcome, just like sports do?
 Jiseok
Sports and music have one thing in common. You don’t need language for either one. You can just watch and you are ready. 
Novie Craven
Chanyeon?
Chanyeon
Yes!
Novie Craven
Losing your hearing as a child was part of your journey to music. You also worked as a healthcare professional. How has your experience shaped you as an artist? 
Chanyeon
I lost my hearing, I lost my hearing when I was 11, and I, and later, I became an audiologist. I spent years helping other people hear. So, I know what … I know what song can do to someone. Now, I make music for people. 
Novie Craven
I like that. I like that a lot. As a former health professional, can you explain what hearing implants are and how do hearing devices help you perform? 
Chanyeon
Okay. Jiseok uses both hearing aids. 
Jiseok
Hearing aids. 
Chanyeon
And PJ uses left cochlear implant, right hearing aid. And I use both cochlear implants. Hearing aids make less sound louder, but implant is different. This sends signals straight to the hearing nerve pressing the ear. 
Novie Craven
PJ, what other devices and technology assist you during your shows and music videos? 
PJ
Usually, we use visual cues and a monitor that flashes with a beat, and to check rhythm and pitch. Uh, but we practice so much that sometimes my body knows what’s next before my brain knows. 
Novie Craven
Jiseok, what’s the most important message your music shares with the world?
Jiseok
You don’t have to hear a song to feel it.
Novie Craven
I know. Music, sometimes, it’s a lot like the love language, you know? Sometimes, music can calm you down. Sometimes, music can hype you up. It doesn’t matter what type of music you listen to. That’s what music’s all about because some people don’t like K-pop. Some people don’t like other things. It’s good because we’re learning new things, but also, we’re learning it together. 
PJ
Thank you for saying that. 
Novie Craven
Thank you for sharing your story with us. Before we close, I was hoping you could teach me how to sign parts of one of your songs.
Chanyeon
The chorus of our new song “Love Sign” is a list of sign languages from around the world:  British, Mexican, Colombian and Korean. 
Jiseok
Yeah. We make a A-S-L, B-S-L, L-S-M, yeah, and L-S-C, K-S-L.
Novie Craven
I can’t wait for the new song to come out. I can’t wait to hear the new song come out. Thank you again. We cannot wait to see where you go and what you do next. Hopefully, one day we can meet in person. Uhm … I’m, now I’m a big fan of yours, a big fan of yours. Every song you release, I’ll be, you know, I’ll be putting that on my Spotify list. So, definitely … You know, you got another big fan of yours. So, definitely … So much … Thank you so much. 
