Novie Craven:
Hello, my name is Novie Craven. Welcome to Novie Knows … podcast. We're here today at the District Candle Lab. 

Producer (Off-Camera)
Excellent. Want to do another take? 

Novie Craven: 
Oh, yes. Hello. My name is Novie Craven. Welcome to Novie Knows. And we're here today at the District Candle Lab. Let's get this party started, shall we?

Keysha
Hi. My name is Keysha, and I'm the manager of District Candle Lab in the Union Market area in D.C. If you're interested in making DIY items, such as candles or jewelry, you should step on in.

Novie Craven:
Morgan, welcome to Novie Knows. 

Morgan Fray:
Thank you. 

Novie Craven:
Tell me a little bit about yourself. 

Morgan Fray:
Yeah, well, my name is Morgan Fray. Lovely to meet you today.

I'm on social media as @morgsvstheworld, where I do travel content and lifestyle content. Just everything in my world. I also own restaurants with my family called Dat Jerk Caribbean Chargrill. We have six locations in Maryland, and then we have a one location opening up in Texas this year, so … 

Novie Craven:
Yeehaw!

Keysha:
Alright, I'm going to have you guys start off by picking the size you’d like. Orange?

Novie Craven:
Yes, ma'am. 

Keysha:
Gotcha. What about you? 
Morgan Fray:
I'll do the light blue. Yeah. 

Keysha:
Okay, so for the bigger candles, we do use two wicks. 

Novie Craven:
Two wicks? 

Keysha:
Yeah. Take the white end for me of each. You’re gonna stick it inside your candle, and it should be parallel to each other.

Morgan Fray:
Parallel … 

Novie Craven:
Let's get this party started, shall we? 

Keysha:
Yes. And you can use your popsicle stick to press it in so that you don't have to stick your fingers …

Novie Craven:
Nice. Look, does that look decent to you?  

Keysha:
The other side now …

We're going to get into fun stuff now. We're going to start picking out our fragrances. We're going to be picking out six of your favorite fragrances. But it doesn't have to be six because once we come back, we are narrowing them down to four. 

Morgan Fray:
Okay. 

Keysha:
And those four fragrances that you end up choosing will all go into your candle. So just keep that in mind. 

Novie Craven:
Yeah. So, let's go smell. 

Morgan Fray:
Yeah. Okay. What are you going for? Are you going for, like, a heavy scent? Are you doing, like, a breezy ocean? 

Novie Craven:
Breezy. 

Morgan Fray:
Breezy? Okay. 

Novie Craven:
Fruity. 

Morgan Fray:
Okay, fruity.

Novie Craven:
Coastal watermelon, that sounds good. Oh, my God, that's … that smells so wonderful.

Morgan Fray:
So, you took the apple off of yours? 

Novie Craven;
Oh my god, the cantaloupe. The cantaloupe is amazing!  

No, that's not up my alley. No, no, no …

Morgan Fray:
I do like this, I think. 

Novie Craven:
I think I like the orange family the best.

Keysha:
Alright. You have these test strips on a tray. 

Morgan Fray:
Okay.

Keysha:
I'm going to have you label them for me on this part. 

Novie Craven:
Do you mind labeling? 

Keysha:
Yes. You're going to label them with these fragrances that you’ve chosen today. So, each test strip should have its own name. 

Novie Craven:
Okay. Do you mind writing? My handwriting’s terrible. 

Keysha:
I got you.

So, for your next step, I'm going to have you guys pour one to two drops of the fragrances onto the thicker part. 

Novie Craven:
Oh, pour!

Keysha:
Yes!

Novie Craven:
The big part?

Keysha:
Be very careful. Just pour one to two drops. 

Novie Craven:
You might need to do that for me because when I do things with pouring … oh, dear, it goes all over the place. 

Keysha:
Alright. You're going to smell all four of those fragrances together. Like, fan them against your nose. 

Novie Craven:
Oh, I already found them … 

Morgan Fray:
All of them at the same time? 

Keysha:
For you, not more than four. So, we'll take those test strips to see what does smell good together because we do want to end up with four fragrances. Okay. If you like all four of yours, then we're going to put all four in your candle.

Novie Craven:
Yes, I like all four. 

Morgan Fray:
Okay. Oh, bear with me. I'm trying my best. Oh, wait. I do actually really like this. Do you want to smell it? 

Novie Craven:
Oh my gosh. 

Keysha:
Smells good? 

Novie Craven:
Yes, everything’s good.

Keysha:
You're gonna be labeling your candles. If you want to write your name, you can. Or you can name a candle if you'd like.

We do have some markers for you to decorate your sticker if you would like. 

Novie Craven:
I want to decorate my sticker.

Keysha:
Perfect. 

Novie Craven:
Thank you very much. 

Morgan Fray:
Did you name yours too? 

Novie Craven:
Oh, my name, my name. 

Morgan Fray:
You can name your candle anything. I named mine “Novie’s Night” because I'm like … 

Novie Craven:
Oh, that's so cute …

Morgan Fray:
I’m gonna light it at nighttime, girl! 

Novie Craven:
Yes, work it! Work it! Yes! 

Ta-da! Almost the finished product …

Morgan Fray:
Almost … 

Novie Craven:
Oh dear, glass! Oh, dear!

Keysha:
So, we're gonna be mixing up your fragrances. So, we're mixing everything together to the 40mm line. So, the one line all the way to the top.

Novie Craven:
And I'm not eating this, people. I'm not eating this. I'm not eating this, so don't worry. I put the upside … 

Morgan Fray:
Yeah, I think at the bottom.

Novie Craven:
That didn't work.

Morgan Fray:
Mine doesn’t look good …

Novie Craven:
Oh, dear. 

Morgan Fray:
We're doing great. 

Novie Craven:
My burning instructions are not very, like, you … you can’t see ... 

Morgan Fray:
As long as you know. You don’t got to read it. 

Keysha:
We're going to use that middle piece. 

Novie Craven:
It’s leaning …

Keysha:
This is your wax. 

Morgan Fray:
Nice. 

Novie Craven:
She feels all the way up. 

Morgan Fray:
Maximum candle. 

Novie Craven:
Maximum candle.

Novie Craven:
What happens if you stir too much? 

Keysha:
Nothing. Nothing will happen. But also, people's hands get tired. 

Novie Craven:
Mine didn’t.

Morgan Fray:
Do you think you would make another candle after this? 

Novie Craven:
No, because I don't think I know what I'm doing ... But having people instruct … 

Keysha:
Your candle smells good though! 

Novie Craven:
I told you! 

Keysha:
It’s very summery. 

Novie Craven:
Right up my alley. 

Keysha:
It's a little harder. We're gonna cut that piece off so you get there. This is going to hold it in place while it dries. Okay. And you guys are all done today! 

Morgan Fray:
Oh. That's it. 

Novie Craven:
Shall we go over to the jewelry section? 

Morgan Fray:
Yeah, let's do that. 

Novie Craven:
Oh my God. 

Keysha:
Are you guys ready for … Okay …

Novie Craven:
Step one: Grab your tray. The sign and everything you love goes right here. Yeah. 

Keysha:
So, we do have our base pieces, which is necklaces, bracelets or the bag charms. And it starts over here. The bracelets would be over there. You do have gold and silver jewelry, then I know you were interested in the bag charms and keychains, which are over here.

Novie Craven:
They have forks and spoons. 

Morgan Fray:
For the two people that can't cook? 

Novie Craven:
Right. Mom.

Morgan Fray:
Are you going with, like, a theme? 

Novie Craven:
What the heck is this? 

Morgan Fray:
This is a little blow-up doggy. You ever seen those with the little balloon dogs? 

Novie Craven:
Yeah. 

Morgan Fray:
They're cute.

Novie Craven:
Bling-bling-bling-bling. 

Morgan Fray:
It's going to be huge. 

Novie Craven:
Oh, yeah. The bling-bling … 

Keysha:
Do we want to try it on our own or do you want us to put it on for you?

Novie Craven:
Can we first … try it out first? And then, we …

Keysha:
I’ll have you guys start arranging the pieces of how you want it to be arranged on the bag charm.

Novie Craven:
Put the fork and knife there. There we go. 

Morgan Fray:
I'm seeing the vision. Oh, I like the burgers. 

District Candle Lab Staff:
Alright. So now what we’re going to do is we're going to remove all labels from it. Any tags or ribbons that we have on it; we can remove those.

Novie Craven:
How long you been working here?

District Candle Lab Staff:
I've been working here for almost, almost a year and a half. 

Novie Craven:
Sweet, congratulations! 

District Candle Lab Staff:
We're going to fold our chain in half, kind of like so. And then, that's how we're going to find our centerpiece. Alright, next, what we can do is we're going to grab some jump rings. We have smaller ones.

And then we have bigger ones, which are whatever your choice. I would probably recommend using the larger ones. So let me bring another box, okay.

Morgan Fray:
You got it. Boom. Alright. Yeah. There we go.

District Candle Lab Staff:
No. It's good. Take your time.

Novie Craven:
You’re gonna fit in, you little rascal. 

Morgan Fray:
That was so close.

Novie Craven:
You want to play games with me? You want to keep playing games. Okay, play games.

Morgan Fray:
You're going to put yours on your suitcase? 

Novie Craven:
Mmhmm.

Morgan Fray:
What color is your suitcase? 

Novie Craven:
Blue. 

Morgan Fray:
Nice. 

Novie Craven:
You put blue so people going … yes, that’s my name. So, it has my name on it, so people know what bag it is when they …
I like bling-bling. I love my mother to death. I like money. Of course, everybody likes money. And, you know, always … And I have cats. I have cats so I got to represent the cats on here, so … But I like, I like food and I, you know, I had to represent that, and I play sports. So, I need to … and definitely this one, this one probably was catching my eye because it was dangling and definitely this one …

Of course, everybody loves their mother. If you don't love your mother, I don't know what's wrong with you, but …

Novie Craven:
What did we make today? Do you remember?

Morgan Fray:
Today, we started with candles and then we made our own charms. So, you have a bag charm for your luggage? 

Novie Craven:
What do you have? 

Morgan Fray:
I have a bag charm for my purse. 

Novie Craven:
Okay. Yes, your purse. 

Morgan Fray:
Yes, the one that’s right over there.

Novie Craven:
Yes. That's right. Thanks so much for having Morgan Fray on Novie Knows. We definitely can’t wait for this episode to come out. And thanks so much to District Candle Lab for having us. We love you guys so much and hope to see you again. 


