	



Novie Craven:
You're tuning into Novie Knows, a miniseries from Inclusion Revolution Radio. I'm your host, Novie Craven. Today we're visiting Dani Bowman and Cian O'Clery from Netflix series, “Love on the Spectrum.” To record this episode, I traveled all the way to Los Angeles with the support from our partners at United Airlines. It was my first solo flight, and it was amazing. From take-off to touch down, they made sure I was comfortable and I had plenty of crutches. We're excited to take you along as to meet our guests.
Dani is an ...
Dani Bowman:
Animator, entrepreneur, teacher, and star of “Love on the Spectrum U.S.”
Novie Craven:
Thank you. She started her animation company of Dani-
Dani Bowman:
Danimation.
Novie Craven:
Danimation … Okay, thank you very much … Danimation when she was just 14 years old and now teaches animation to thousands of students. Cian is a co-director and producer of “Love on the Spectrum,” which has helped people around the world better understand autism and relationships. Let's get started. So I'm going to explain the game. We're going to play a game called Tell Me More. Tell Me More is a 52-card game of conversation starters designed to deepen conversations through insightful, thoughtful questions. Let's play.
Dani Bowman:
Alrighty. Let's get that started.
Novie Craven:
All righty. Let's get this started.
Cian O'Clery:
Sounds good.
Dani Bowman:
This is the first time I'm playing this game.
Novie Craven:
Want to help me?
Dani Bowman:
I could help.
Novie Craven:
Okay.
Dani Bowman:
Let's see. Let's see. This is a little tough to ... Oh, there it is.
Novie Craven:
Oh, there we go. Now, I think we get all the cards. I think.
Dani Bowman:
We got a couple more.
Cian O'Clery:
Tell Me More is a good conversation ... Useful conversation, not starter, but continuer. Jennifer Cook uses that a lot when she's talking to people about dating, and that's one of her suggestions is if you're not sure what to say or you don't know what, you just say, tell me more about that.
Novie Craven:
Okay.
Cian O'Clery:
So if Dani says, "I have a cat," I can say, "Tell me more about your cat."
Novie Craven:
Okay. So you can pick ...
Dani Bowman:
That's a good example.
Cian O'Clery:
Tell me about this cat right here.
Novie Craven:
What's this cat’s name, Dani?
Dani Bowman:
His name is Ouija. He is a Norwegian forest cat.
Novie Craven:
So beautiful. Say, yes, I know that, man.
Dani Bowman:
He thinks he's a dog.
Novie Craven:
What? Well, you don't look like a dog to me, sir.
Cian O'Clery:
It's a very cute cat.
Novie Craven:
Would you like to pick a card? Any card, any card.
Cian O'Clery:
Pick a card?
Novie Craven:
Any card you like.
Cian O'Clery:
Okay.
Dani Bowman:
I'll take that.
Novie Craven:
Now …
Dani Bowman:
All right. Each one of us has a card. And how does this Tell Me More game work, a little bit more?
Novie Craven:
I think you ask a question to either me and Cian …
Dani Bowman:
Oh, great. Who's going to go first?
Novie Craven:
Would you like to go first?
Dani Bowman:
Okay. Let's see. What's an activity lots of people like that you have no interested in?
Cian O'Clery:
That's a good question.
Novie Craven:
Yeah, that is a very good question. Talking?
Dani Bowman:
Well, talking, well, same here a little bit for me. And especially because sometimes I have a hard time with communications. It will come across as word salad.
Novie Craven:
I like the word, word salad.
Dani Bowman:
Thank you.
Novie Craven:
It's all over the place. What about you?
Cian O'Clery:
What's an activity lots of people like that I have no interest in? Watching sport.
Novie Craven:
Oh, what sports do you like?
Cian O'Clery:
I don't like any sport.
Novie Craven:
Oh.
Cian O'Clery:
I don't like watching sports.
Dani Bowman:
Well, I'm not necessarily a sports …
Cian O'Clery:
I like watching the World Cup soccer, that's it. Any other sport, not interested.
Dani Bowman:
Well, for me, I'm not really a sports person, but I do like specific teams like the Philadelphia Eagles. Those are my favorite football player teams, but I don't really watch sports that often though.
Novie Craven:
Oh.
Cian O'Clery:
I'll ask you, Novie. What's a book, movie, or TV show you wish you could live inside of?
Novie Craven:
Oh, I would say “Love and Basketball.”
Cian O'Clery:
“Love and Basketball.”
Dani Bowman:
Tell me more about “Love and Basketball.”
Novie Craven:
Because there's love and there's basketball, which the two actors, they like to play basketball, but they also become lovers.
Dani Bowman:
So, for me, it would be Pokémon …
Cian O’Clery:
It’s going to be an animation.
Dani Bowman:
Well, yes, it’s going to be animation. For me, it’s going to be Pokémon because I’ve always dreamed of becoming a Pokémon trainer and always bringing Pikachu around as my companion.
Novie Craven:
Oh, I like Pikachu. My favorite.
Dani Bowman:
Yes. Pikachu is definitely the most popular Pokémon character and the mascot of Pokémon. It’s been around for 30 years. Can’t you believe it?
Novie Craven:
Do you know who created Pokémon?
Dani Bowman:
Satoshi Taraji, the creator of Pokémon, which I set to beat his record. He started his company Game Freak at 17 years old. I set out to beat his record by starting my company at age 14 with the support from my aunt and uncle.
Novie Craven:
Correct. That’s great.
Cian O’Clery:
And he’s on the spectrum, right?
Dani Bowman:
Yeah, he’s on the spectrum.
Novie Craven:
Sweet.
Cian O’Clery:
Can I ask a different version of this?
Novie Craven:
Yes, of course.
Cian O’Clery:
What’s the last movie book or TV show you would ever want to live inside of?
Novie Craven:
Well, I just saw the movie …
Cian O’Clery:
What’s one that you wouldn’t want to be a part of?
Novie Craven:
I don’t like ... I mean, I like Michael B. Jordan. I would not like to be in “Sinners.”
Cian O’Clery:
No, that probably wouldn’t end well. That’s a good choice.
Novie Craven:
Dani?
Dani Bowman:
Okay.
Novie Craven:
If you were going to come up with an invention, what problems would it solve?
Dani Bowman:
Okay. If I were to come up with one particular invention, I would say it would help ... I would create a particular type of software to help people on the spectrum understand the entire animation process. Well, even though I’m not fond with generative AI stuff, but I prefer an AI that would help assist people on the spectrum that would give them the correct ... That would suggest production processes that will help them make their animation production time way faster. It will reduce a lot of production time.
Novie Craven:
And for you, sir?
Cian O’Clery:
What’s the question again? An invention. If I could invent something that would solve a problem. I would solve climate change.
Novie Craven:
Thank God.
Cian O’Clery:
And greed.
Novie Craven:
Now, can you explain greed?
Cian O’Clery:
I don’t know how easy it is to solve greed, but ...
Novie Craven:
Would you explain what greed is?
Cian O’Clery:
Like people wanting to have a lot of more money than other people.
Novie Craven:
Oh, yes.
Cian O’Clery:
People just wanting things for themselves and not for everyone else because I think, not to be too serious, but I think the world could do with people caring a bit more about everyone else.
Dani Bowman:
Can I ask something when it comes to greed?
Novie Craven:
Yes, you may.
Dani Bowman:
Well, some people are frugal for a reason. It’s not because people are being greedy because they want to keep all the money themselves. They want it to eventually do it for security. It’s survival.
Cian O’Clery:
Yeah. No, no. Frugality and greed are different things, I think.
Dani Bowman:
That’s right. It’s better to be frugal than to be greedy.
Cian O’Clery:
Absolutely.
Dani Bowman:
When you’re frugal, that means you’re just saving up money for your survival. And then you’re also at the same time being generous by offering others some of the opportunity that you care for. There’s a fine balance.
Novie Craven:
Now that’s one thing I did not know.
Cian O’Clery:
Are you allowed to swear a little bit on this podcast or not?
Novie Craven:
No, I haven’t, but I don’t think we can edit that out though.
Cian O’Clery:
Do you know what they call people who are frugal in Australia?
Novie Craven:
A dumb (bleep)?
Dani Bowman:
What?
Cian O’Clery:
Close. A tight (bleep).
Novie Craven:
Tight (bleep). Okay. Tighty-whities? Wow. Tight (bleep) then. I might not say that to my mother, but I don’t think that ... Yes.
Cian O’Clery:
I’m a tight (bleep).
Novie Craven:
You don’t look like one.
Cian O’Clery:
Yeah. Thanks.
Novie Craven:
Neither do you. Neither do you.
Dani Bowman:
I never knew about that slang before.
Cian O’Clery:
I’m frugal. What’s an invention you would make? What problem would you like to solve?
Novie Craven:
People who like animals have ... I think people who don’t like animals shouldn’t abandon them on the side of their road or anything. But when you want to foster them, they always have a class where if you want to foster a dog, cat or whatever. And that’s a good way because then the person who wants to foster knows what they’re doing. And I think animals, when you’re thinking about animals, it’s really ... They have a love for people too.
Cian O’Clery:
So you want people to care more for animals.
Novie Craven:
Exactly.
Cian O’Clery:
And not abandon them. This one certainly likes people.
Novie Craven:
I can tell. Isn’t that right?
Dani Bowman:
He’s a person cat or a people cat.
Novie Craven:
What’s something you recommended to more than one person?
Cian O’Clery:
Is that for me?
Novie Craven:
Yes.
Cian O’Clery:
Something I’ve recommended to more than one person. I’ve recommended people not talk about the series of “Love on the Spectrum” before it comes out to not have any spoilers, but I don't know if that counts. I think probably books and movies like ... I'm trying to think. Oh, one of my favorite films is Australian film called “Babe.” Do you know that film?
Novie Craven:
No.
Dani Bowman:
I never know about the movie, “Babe.”
Cian O'Clery:
It's about a talking pig.
Dani Bowman:
Oh yeah. Actually, you're right. I actually ...
Novie Craven:
Oh, yes. I do. Yes, I do. Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.
Dani Bowman:
Oh yes, that movie “Babe.”
Novie Craven:
I love that movie.
Cian O'Clery:
It's really good. It's Australian film and it's amazing.
Novie Craven:
I didn't know that.
Dani Bowman:
It's a pretty interesting film about how a pig was abandoned and then gets raised by sheepdogs and learns how to be the hero.
Novie Craven:
Every time I watch it, I start crying.
Cian O'Clery:
I don't cry in films and the closest I've ever come to crying is when the pig rounds up all the sheep at the ...
Novie Craven:
Yes. Oh my God.
Cian O'Clery:
Such a good moment.
Novie Craven:
Dani, what's something you've recommended to more than one person?
Dani Bowman:
There's something that I recommend to more than one person. I definitely do recommend watching a lot of the Oscar animated movies, especially “KPop Demon Hunters” won for best animated feature.
Novie Craven:
Sweet.
Dani Bowman:
I could have been more than happy that this is the second Netflix animated movie to win an Academy Award and also a second Sony film too since “Pinocchio” … Since “Pinocchio” and “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse.”
Novie Craven:
Do you watch those films?
Dani Bowman:
I definitely do watch these films and these films are really nice ... I'm looking for the cinematography and the art that really matters.
Novie Craven:
What's something you've recommended to more than one person? That is a tough question. I would have to say ...
Cian O'Clery:
Listening to your podcast.
Novie Craven:
Yeah. Oh, yes. Wonderful. Stay tuned for part two of our competition with Dani and Cian.
