Novie Craven (00:01:02)
Hey everyone, I'm Novie Craven. Welcome to Novie Knows, a Special Olympics mini-series where I share my world, my way. Join me and some amazing guests for fun, real talk and all things Novie. 
Novie Craven (00:26:25)
So, you're listening and watching the first episode of Novie Knows, which is going to be a little bit about myself, but also the things that I like to do. You're in for a big, amazing treat. I'm here at the Georgia Aquarium, where I'm going to go behind the scenes and meet some amazing water animals. So, come along, enjoy the ride.
Novie Craven (00:58.15)
All right, y'all ready? Let's go.
Novie Craven (01:07:25)
So basically, I'm watching these… Cow what? 
Georgia Aquarium Employee (01:15:23)
Cownose rays. Cownose. 
Novie Craven (01:17:23)
Cownose lick? 
Georgia Aquarium Employee (01:19:19)
Rays. 
Novie Craven (01:20:02)
Rays. Cownose rays, which is a type of animal that lives in the water. They don't look like a shark, but they almost look like a shark. But they're very interesting to see. This one really likes me, I can tell. Come on buddy, come on, come on, come on. Where are you going? What are you doing? They don't bite, do they? 
Georgia Aquarium Employee (01:40:06)
No, they don't bite. They don’t bite or sting. 
Georgia Aquarium Employee (01:45:28)
These are small rays that live in the Atlantic Ocean in very warm water. You put your hand in, if you're okay with that, you can actually tell how warm it is.
Novie Craven (01:53:25)
Ready y'all? Oh my god I love it. 
Georgia Aquarium Employee (01:57:02)
It's very comfortable, right? 
Novie Craven (01:58:19)
Yes, it is very comfortable. Hello! Are they all male or female?
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (02:03:08)
All female. 
Novie Craven (02:04:16)
Oh, very good basketball team, yes. They are pretty slimy when you touch it but also it was pretty cool because they kept coming towards my way and I could feel they were starting to connect with me. So, I think definitely that says a lot and it was good for me to not only be able to touch it but also be able to basically get a one-on-one, up close and personal with them. So, I think it was really good for me to have that experience. 
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (02:43:19)
I love these guys!
Novie Craven (02:49:22)
Do you have eyes?
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (02:50:24)
They do have eyes; you can kind of see this one a little bit better. It's a little small blue eye. And then like where the orange is, that's their head and the rest is their tail.
Novie Craven (02:59:29)
You're joking right? 
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (03:01:05)
I'm not.
Novie Craven (03:02:06)
Well, they kind of look weird, but pretty interesting to look at. Electric... electric... eel? You ever heard of an electric eel? I’m seeing it for the first time. Where did they get the name from?
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (03:16:02)
So, they're able to give off electric shocks to kind of stun their food, which is why they're called electric eels. Whenever they're feeding them, the aquarists wear rubber gloves so that when they put their hands in, they don't get shocked.
Novie Craven (03:31:07)
Like lightning? 
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (03:32:22)
Yah, kind of like lightning. 
Novie Craven (03:34:02)
Where do they originally come from? Like what part of the world do they come from? 
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (03:39:06)
I think they can be found in the Amazon River, but I’m not…
Novie Craven (03:42:02)
Amazon River? Really? In D.C.? Oh, wait… Is that in D.C.?
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (03:47:17)
No, in South America. Yep, muddy waters of the Amazon basin or in the Orinoco River. 
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (03:54:13)
Ready to see our belugas? We are at the top of our beluga whale habitat. So, you can kind of see them, they’re at the surface right now. Beluga whales are in the tooth whale family. So are the dolphins, which I know you guys like. We've got five beluga whales who are in our care. Our pod is made up of four females and one male. And then we also have a calf who lives in here. So, we're going to start with her. She just had her birthday. Our calf is named Shila. She is the calf of Whisper. Now Whisper was pregnant with her for 15 months.
Novie Craven (04:29:04)
Wow. 
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (04:29:20)
A really long time. So, their gestation period will range from around 14 months to 16. Now Shila, she was born here at Georgia Aquarium in May of 2020, May 17th to be exact. So, she did just celebrate her fifth birthday with us here. She's still considered to be a calf; she's technically a teenager in beluga years. She's going to be the easiest one to see from up here, because she is slightly darker than the rest of them. Beluga calves are born with a dark gray skin and then it lightens as they age and that's so that when they're swimming underneath their mom they can camouflage in her shadow. Now, our other two females are named Qinu and Whisper and then our one male is named Nunavik, or Nuni for short. Now Nunavik is going to be our largest; he weighs around 2,500 pounds, so he is pretty heavy. I can always tell him apart because he's got a pretty big head from here.
So, beluga whales are a mammal, just like us, so they do need to go up and breathe air. They've got those holes at the top of their heads, called their blow holes. You'll see them go up and stick them up out of the air. They will also do that when they're sleeping. Their sleeping is a little bit weird. When they are sleeping, half of their brain will go to sleep and get some rest, and the other half is awake and completely aware of their surroundings. And over time, the two sides of the brain will just switch.
Novie Craven (05:53:18)
Really? 
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (05:55:05)
Mm-hmm. 
Novie Craven (05:57:10)
So, they usually have, like water fights?
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (06:02:18)
Not really water fights, they will chase each other, the belugas will, especially in the morning. They get what I call the beluga zoomies, so they'll swim really fast within the habitat chasing each other, which again, it's like playing tag. They will spit water out sometimes, sometimes with their trainers, or sometimes just for fun.
Novie Craven (06:22:08)
Have you ever petted one?
Georgia Aquarium Tour Guide (06:23:29)
I have not, but I heard they feel like a wet boiled egg.
Novie Craven (06:37:21)
I had a frog when I was younger. Look, it’s right there.
Speaker (06:41:17)
I didn’t know you had a frog when you were younger. 
Novie Craven (06:42:25)
I had a couple. 
Speaker (06:44:21)
What were their names?
Novie Craven (06:45:23)
Phillip? I can't remember the other ones. They all died… They all died though. Now the difference in smell… When I walked in, I could smell it… chlorine. Let me see if I can find “Finding Nemo.” That’s a shark, I know. Ah, my friend is in there. Holy moly, whoa. Holy moly. How you doing there, buddy? Wow, holy smokes. 
Georgia Aquarium Volunteer Diver (07:20:22)
I just came out of there. 
Novie Craven (07:23:01)
You did? 
Georgia Aquarium Volunteer Diver (07:23:19)
Yeah. 
Novie Craven (07:25:06)
Can you tell me a little bit more about what you were doing?
Georgia Aquarium Volunteer Diver (07:29:18)
I’m a volunteer diver and on every dive, we feed the small reef fish, clean windows and then do other tasks. Today, we were scrubbing rocks.
Novie Craven (07:40:28)
Scrubbing rocks?
Georgia Aquarium Volunteer Diver (07:41:25)
Yeah. 
Novie Craven (07:43:19)
What does that big guy eat usually?
Georgia Aquarium Volunteer Diver (07:45:23)
That big guy? 
Novie Craven (07:46:23)
Yes.
Georgia Aquarium Volunteer Diver (07:47:04)
A whale shark. 
Novie Craven (07:48:09)
Does he have a name?
Georgia Aquarium Volunteer Diver (07:50:13)
There are two of them. The larger one is Yushan, and the smaller one is Taroko.  
Novie Craven (07:56:15)
What do the names come from? 
Georgia Aquarium Volunteer Diver (07:58:03)
From Taiwan. They're actually national parks in Taiwan because both whale sharks came from Taiwan.  
Novie Craven (08:05:10)
That’s cool. Definitely, that was the biggest thing I’ve ever seen. 
Georgia Aquarium Volunteer Diver (08:09:17)
It's the biggest fish in the ocean.
Novie Craven (08:11:06)
Wow. 
Novie Craven (08:13:06)
We’re going in to meet some amazing dolphins. They’re very talented. Usually when you get to interact with them, they can do a lot of amazing tricks. Yes. That was a dolphin noise, I think! 
Dolphin Trainer Chris (08:30:17)
How are y'all doing? 
Novie Craven (08:31:13)
I’m Novie. It’s nice to meet you. 
Dolphin Trainer Chris (08:32:21)
It's very nice to meet you. What's your name? 
Novie Craven (08:33:25)
Novie. 
Dolphin Trainer Chris (08:34:11)
Novie, nice to meet you. I’m Chris. 
Novie Craven (08:35:19)
I've been bouncing off the walls to meet a dolphin. 
Dolphin Trainer Chris (08:37:06)
Well, this is the perfect place to meet a dolphin. 
Novie Craven (08:39:16)
I'm literally bouncing off the wall. What do they usually eat?

Dolphin Trainer Chris (08:42:25)
Well, our dolphins eat a variety of fish. So, we feed herring. We feed capelin. We feed silver mullet. We feed smelt and we feed flounder. So that variety of diet really mimics what they would receive out in the ocean. Variety of nutrients and then we also have a nutritional team that will send that fish out and get a caloric value and get all of the information on the nutrients that are found in that fish. Then we specialize with our nutritionist diets for each particular animal. So, when we're doing our fish preparation in the morning, each animal gets a specific diet just for them for what they need. 
Novie Craven (09:27:22)
Oh! Is that a male right there? He likes to play basketball. 
Dolphin Trainer Chris (09:31:06)
These are some female dolphins. 
Novie Craven (09:32:25)
Okay, they’re playing WNBA dolphins. 
Dolphin Trainer Chris (09:35:06)
See, they're showing off some of their basketball skills. That’s Phoebe!
Novie Craven (09:38:18)
Phoebe. Phoebe, that was nice Phoebe. 
Dolphin Trainer Chris (09:40:10)
Yeah! She's showing you how good she is with that. Novie, this is Patrick and Jack.
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (09:45:21)
Hello!
Novie Craven (09:45:26)
Hi, Patrick. 
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (09:47:16)
You excited?
Novie Craven (09:48:03)
Nice. Oh, I’m beyond excited. I’m bouncing off the walls. 
Dolphin Trainer Jack (09:59:21)
Right in the center, kneel on down, get cozy. We’ll start with Berm. She’s excited. 
Novie Craven (10:07:15)
Hello!
Dolphin Trainer Jack (10:08:11)
Hands up! Give her some waves.
Novie Craven (10:12:02)
Hi.
Training Whistle (10:12:07)
Dolphin Trainer Jack (10:13:20)
Would you like to give her some fish? 
Novie Craven (10:14:25)
Yes, please. 
Dolphin Trainer Jack (10:15:23)
We have so many. 
Dolphin Noise (10:16:16)
Novie Craven (10:18:07)
Yes, yes. I want you to hold my hand. 
Dolphin Trainer Jack (10:23:23)
Ready? 1, 2, 3. Very nice. 
Novie Craven (10:27:02)
Thank you!
Dolphin Trainer Jack (10:27:19)
Want to do another one? Ready? 1, 2, 3. 
Novie Craven (10:31:10)
All three of us. 
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (10:31:15)
Ready? 1, 2, 3. Nicely done. 
Dolphin Trainer Jack (10:36:15)
Let’s see if she’ll go this way.  
Novie Craven (10:43:24)
Hi, there! You feel so gentle and nice. 
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (10:47:20)
That tiny bit there… That's an outer layer of skin. They shed that every two hours. 
Novie Craven (10:53:08)
Really?
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (10:53:28)
Yah! That's how they stay so smooth. Very, very soft on their bellies. Right in center they have a belly button, just like us.
Novie Craven (11:03:12)
Sweet. Do you like to… Can people pet her throat? Or is that not allowed?
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (11:10:08)
Up here. 
Novie Craven (11:10:21)
Yah.
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (11:11:06)
You can get right here. She actually gets a little ticklish. 
Novie Craven (11:14:11)
Oh, I’m ticklish too! 
Dolphin Trainer Jack (11:15:19)
You're ticklish too? You want to tickle her?
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (11:20:04)
Right there. You give her a little… there it is. There we go. 
Novie Craven (11:26:26)
Hi. 
Dolphin Trainer Jack (11:28:24)
Alright, we'll take our hands back. She's gonna sit up for us, like that. First, two hands out in front of you. She’ll pop up like that. 
Novie Craven (11:38:18)
Hug?
Dolphin Trainer Jack (11:39:08)
Give her a handshake. It's like shaking her hand. You're just gonna hold it perfect. Just like that.
Novie Craven (11:41:22)
Now, do it again. 
Dolphin Trainer Jack (11:43:01)
Ready? 
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (11:43:05)
You’re just going to hold it… perfect. Just like that. Come on in. 
Dolphin Trainer Jack (11:47:22)
Here you go. 
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (11:49:04)
Boom. Look at that. 
Novie Craven (11:50:24)
Hi there! How you doing? Good to see you!
Dolphin Trainer Jack (11:54:02)
Good! Would you like to hear what she sounds like?
Novie Craven (11:56:26)
Can she do a back flip?
Dolphin Trainer Jack (11:58:00)
I’ll put my hand on her mouth there. Watch, you want to hear what she sounds like? She can be a little loud, okay? Like this. 
Dolphin Noise (12:04:21)
Novie Craven (12:07:24)
Wait, do it again. 
Dolphin Trainer Jack (12:10:05)
Like a fist and then like that. 
Dolphin Noise (12:12:06)
Dolphin Trainer Jack (12:16:24)
She knows I’m the one with the snacks. 
Novie Craven (12:18:12)
Oh, I’m sorry! 
Dolphin Trainer Jack (12:19:12)
Try it. Alright, ready? Try it. 
Dolphin Noise (12:22:13)
Dolphin Trainer Jack (12:22:21)
Yeah! Nice job, that was great! 
Novie Craven (12:26:00)
Bye!
Dolphin Trainer Jack (12:27:11)
So, this is our youngest dolphin I was telling you about. She is 10 years old. She turns 11 in one week. And she looks a little bit different, right? She doesn't know that sound. She makes different sounds. So, we can do that one together actually. She wants to say hi to Patrick.
You can put your two fingers out like this and bounce them up and down. Just like that. Perfect. So, we'll put that down for one second.
Dolphin Noise (12:50:25)
Dolphin Whistle (12:55:19)
Dolphin Trainer Jack (12:56:18)
Good job, lady. You want to feed her? Ready? 1, 2, 3. Very nice. Here’s another one. 1, 2, 3. Nice job. 
Novie Craven (13:05:25)
Yes! What was that?
Dolphin Trainer Jack (13:07:27)
So, this is Jell-O. It's flavorless, sugarless gelatin. It's mostly water. It helps keep our dolphins hydrated throughout the day. 
Novie Craven (13:15:54)
Come here, Lily. 
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (13:16:07)
We’re going to say a quick hello to Lily. She's going to say a very, very quick hi today. 
Novie Craven (13:21:25)
Hello!
Dolphin Trainer Patrick (13:22:20)
And she likes this guy. Very nicely done, Lils.
Novie Craven (13:28:24)
Bye! 
Novie Craven (13:30:02)
Amazing. I don't usually… I'm usually talkative, very, very, very, very… Sometimes, I get emotional, you know. I’ve never probably petted a dolphin until now. 2025's gonna be really, really good. So, I felt very excited because I like dolphins. But also being able to actually pet a dolphin and get to interact with the dolphin was pretty cool because just the shape of a dolphin… It feels exciting you know, and they can do really amazing a lot of… They can do a lot of great tricks that usually you don't get to see, like wave to you and you know like rub their stomach. And I think it was pretty cool to see how they really do a lot of interesting things. Those are interesting colors.
I found Nemo! Look, I found Nemo! Finally!
Georgia Aquarium Employee (14:46:14)
Hi. I saw you checking out our octopus over there. So that one is Uno. Do you get to see him a little bit? 
Novie Craven (14:52:15)
Where’s Dos?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (14:53:26)
Well, his name is Uno. So, he's a giant Pacific octopus. So, did you get to see him in the cave?
Novie Craven (14:59:05)
Yeah, a little bit. 
Georgia Aquarium Employee (14:59:29)
Yeah, so he's sleeping today, so that's pretty common when they're sleeping. They'll be actually like stark white in that they're completely asleep and he's resting for the day. So, when he's out and active and kind of hunting, he'll actually turn a very bright red and you'll see him out and throughout the exhibit.
Novie Craven (15:17:05)
I mean, does that mean he gets angry?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (15:20:13)
He doesn't get angry; he's out looking for food, so he's just kind of curious. You can kind of tell he’s like, what he's thinking, and his behavior based off of his coloration because that will change. So, like maybe he's a little frustrated, like he's eating a crab and he's working really hard. You can tell when he's eating that he's trying to work really hard, so he might have a little bit of splotchiness or things like that, but it doesn't always mean he's angry. One thing that's really cool about the aquarium is that we have two octopuses. So, we have our larger octopus here in the exhibit, but then we have a smaller one down in some of our holding, where we actually start the training for the exhibit down there before we bring them in here. So, we're gonna go check out that one, okay?
Novie Craven (15:59:24)
Ok.
Georgia Aquarium Employee (16:13:04)
So, you can see him poking out, he's kind of saying hello. He's ready to be fed. 
Novie Craven (16:19:06)
I don’t blame you one bit. 
Georgia Aquarium Employee (16:20:27)
So the lids are so that they can't escape… But with our exhibit, one thing that's really cool because it's much larger and we don't have lids on it, we'll put AstroTurf. Do you know what that is? So yeah, AstroTurf is actually something that our octopuses can't suction to, so they aren't able to escape.
So, with this lid, what we do also have to pay attention to is an octopus can slip through anything that is basically smaller than their beak. That is the only bone that they have. So, as long as it is going to be smaller than their beak, that means it can't get through.
Novie Craven (16:54:19)
You're not gonna escape, okay?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (16:56:08)
We don't need that happening. They're super smart and they're strong and they're escape artists.
Novie Craven (17:01:14)
Escape artists, okay.
Georgia Aquarium Employee (17:02:19)
But he'll eat a variety of things. One thing we like to do is feed them a variety of diet and things that they would find in the ocean. So, that's just today's meal. But they can also get some other things, like other fish. They'll also get like crab. They can eat like clam or mussels. They get a variety of different things. That's just his meal of the day. Literally is putting them in a basket… So, I'll get the basket. And then what we'll do is he knows that anytime he sees that basket, that is feeding time. And he hops right in the basket, and we feed him in there.
Novie Craven (17:36:09)
So, you like food, you like food. You love food?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (17:38:25)
Oh yeah, so any time he sees that basket that means it's time to eat. This octopus is about 1 kilo, which is, it weights to about 2.2 pounds, but they can get up to 20 kilos, or around 44 pounds, so he's got a lot of growing to do. So, what we'll do is, he knows that it's feeding time because he also starts to see that the lids are off, so we'll put the basket in and he's ready.
Novie Craven (18:09:15)
Can I pet him?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (18:10:14)
So, I'll just get him settled in the basket. And then basically what we do, because this is a younger octopus, so we're still working on this behavior with him. 
Novie Craven (18:18:13)
Oh, you have a behavior problem?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (18:21:04)
He's just young, he's learning. So, what we'll do is once I get what I want, is I'll give him his food. That's what he really wants. So, we make sure he stays in here. I'll give him a shrimp. And a lot of the times, like a lot of us, if you're really hungry, once he gets his food, he'll settle right down.
So, if you want to start, it's going to feel like he's going to suction to you. Suction is kind of like, you know how you can… It's like pressure. You know, at the same time, so he's tasting you right now. 
Novie Craven (18:59:22)
He’s tasting me?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (19:01:11)
So, he can tell the difference between you and I just by how we taste.
Novie Craven (19:06:12)
Did you get that on film?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (19:08:26)
Yeah, so he could tell that you're someone new. One thing that's really important with octopus is that we feed them based on how much they weigh. 
Novie Craven (19:16:14)
How much do you weigh, buddy?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (19:17:20)
He weighs one kilo, so only 2.2 pounds, so that's why he gets a smaller amount of food versus our octopus that's much larger on exhibit. 
Novie Craven (19:25:19)
Nine brains?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (19:27:12)
Yeah, so they have one brain that controls mostly their main central nervous system, but then they have a brain for each arm.
Novie Craven (19:35:26)
A brain for each arm?
Georgia Aquarium Employee (19:37:01)
Oh yeah. And they have around 2,000 suckers. Which are each one of these, and they can move them independently.
Novie Craven (19:47:17)
Well, the interesting fact about an octopus is it has eight arms. So, and when they're eating, they change colors. When he connected, he was a little bit nervous at first, but then he warmed up to me.
Novie Craven (20:06:09)
Nice to meet you. 
Georgia Aquarium Employee (20:07:02)
I'm Katie. 
Novie Craven (20:07:20)
Nice to meet you, Katie. 
Georgia Aquarium Employee (20:08:17)
My hands are really fishy. There we go. 
Seal Trainer Hannah (20:11:22)
I’m Hannah, nice to meet you. 
Novie Craven (20:13:01)
Nice to meet you. 
Seal Trainer Hannah (20:13:18)
We’re going to grab some seals and bring them out to meet you. 
Novie Craven (20:15:18)
Okay!
Seal Trainer Hannah (20:15:25)
Are you excited?
Novie Craven (20:16:14)
Oh, bouncing off the walls excited! 
Seal Trainer Hannah (20:31:08)
So right here we have our largest harbor seal. And then this little lady is Rose. And that one is Floyd.
Novie Craven (20:40:15)
Hi. How you doing?
Seal Trainer Hannah (20:42:18)
So, this is Rosie. 
Novie Craven (20:43:08)
Hi, Rosie! 
Seal Trainer Hannah (20:44:09)
She's our only female and these other two over here are two males are boys — Floyd and Cerberus. 
Novie Craven (20:49:24)
Cerberus?
Seal Trainer Hannah (20:50:00)
Yes, Cerberus! So, she’s the smallest and she is the only female. 
Novie Craven (20:54:28)
Oh! 
Seal Trainer Hannah (20:56:08)
She’s got something that she wants to say to you. 
Novie Craven (20:58:05)
You tell the boys… You tell those young men what to do. Yes, that’s right. 
Seal Trainer Hannah (21:01:05)
She’s going to show off how she does that! Alright, you ready? 1, 2, 3, go for it!
Seal Noise (21:05:16)
Novie Craven (21:08:01)
Yes! 
Seal Trainer Hannah (21:08:20)
Good! Give her a round of applause for that beautiful voice of an angel! So, they spend half of their time on land and the other half in the water. So, they just go back and forth.
Novie Craven (21:24:03)
Who’s this?
Seal Trainer Hannah (21:24:24)
This is Cerberus. 
Novie Craven (21:26:09)
Cerberus.
Seal Trainer Hannah (21:27:14)
Yeah, Cerberus. We call him Cerby for short. Now, you can take the back of your hand and fan his whiskers. So, they have a really cool name called vibrissae, because they can detect vibrations in the water. 
Novie Craven (21:37:11)
Hi, buddy! 
Seal Trainer Hannah (21:38:01)
So, he can use those to kind of find his fish. He can swim around and go looking for them. Then, those vibrissae… good… are going to help him navigate where they are.
Novie Craven (21:48:25)
There you go, there you go. 
Seal Trainer Hannah (21:49:29)
There you go! And then we can also do some break dancing. You want to stand up for me, Novie? Can you spin in a circle? Oh… I love it. We’ll do Floyd, we’re going to do some dance moves with Floyd! 
Novie Craven (22:03:14)
Oh, that would be great! 
Seal Trainer Hannah (22:05:01)
We really want to see Floyd. Come!
Novie Craven (22:06:08)
Yes! We really do. 
Seal Trainer Hannah (22:07:19)
Oh, he likes the camera. Floyd, come! Good! We’ll try that again… Stay. Alright, on the count of 3 we’re all going to spin together, okay? 1, 2, 3, spin! 
Novie Craven (22:24:24)
Go, Floyd, go! 
Seal Trainer Hannah (22:27:21)
Oh, there he goes! He went the other way. Good job! Alright, lean back just a little bit. 
Novie Craven (22:33:18)
Floyd! 
Seal Trainer Hannah (22:34:01)
There you go, lean into it. You good if I walk away? 
Novie Craven (22:40:04)
Yes. 
Seal Trainer Hannah (22:40:19)
Alright, he's gonna give you one more. Oh, he really likes giving you kisses! Good job! 
Novie Craven (22:50:05)
Awe!
Seal Trainer Hannah (22:51:03)
Very nice, good job, Floyd and Novie! And then he's gonna pose with you really quick… Watch out! 
Seal Trainer Hannah (23:02:04)
So, how we get them to do all of these behaviors is how we use some of our tools that we have. So, we have this target pole, and this is kind of what we use to guide them where we want them to go. So, that's like the very first basic thing that you teach a harbor seal. Good. Because you don't want to go straight in and start putting your hands in their face because you see all these teeth that they have? Yeah, they have a lot of teeth.
We're looking for a closed mouth and nice manners. 
These animals won't be going back into the ocean. So, they're all here for the rest of their lives because they were... They do not have the life skills that they would need to be able to survive. So, they don't know how to search for their own food. They don't know how to hide from prey, even though I think Floyd would be pretty good at it. We joke and say that he would outlive his other two siblings because he is so much like a true seal. 
Novie Craven (23:52:26)
Is he older?
Seal Trainer Hannah (23:54:15)
They're all the same age. 
Novie Craven (23:56:27)
Interesting. 
Seal Trainer Hannah (23:57:26)
We just have people say that he's not the smartest one, but I think he's the smartest one.
Novie Craven (24:02:22)
Yeah. Yeah, very thankful that I met Floyd.
Seal Trainer Hannah (24:05:01)
He's a fan favorite. He's everyone's favorite.
Novie Craven (24:13:01)
It was pretty interesting because I had a connection with Floyd because my grandfather’s name was Floyd. And that really connected with me because seeing a seal named after a person you were connected to… I mean it was pretty interesting to see how connected I was. At that moment, I was thinking about my grandfather but also getting to be kissed by a seal… It was pretty interesting to see how a seal and a person can really connect. Even though I have a love for cats and dogs, I have a love for water animals. 
One thing I learned about the octopus was that it has eight arms and nine brains. Now you know what Novie knows! 



