00;00;00;14 - 00;00;08;18
Producer
Alright, guys. Officer Novie reporting for ... 
Novie Craven
Jesus. That's gonna ... It's Officer Novie reporting for duty.
00;00;08;23 - 00;00;17;56
Novie Craven
Are you ready for a wonderful ride in a police car? I am. Shall we get started?
00;00;18;01 - 00;00;37;02
Novie Craven
I think one part of being a police officer is to eat doughnuts. But also, you have to drink coffee or tea in the morning. Then, midday, you want to drink whatever you want to drink, like a soda or whatever, Monster drink, whatever. Should I eat a doughnut? I think I should. I think I'll go for the sprinkle one. See? Look at this.
00;00;37;04 - 00;00;40;23
Novie Craven
A sprinkle doughnut.
00;00;47;11 - 00;01;12;45
John Clifton
Tonight, we are at the National Law Enforcement Museum. We are here representing the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics. And what the Law Enforcement Torch Run is, is we raise awareness and resources for Special Olympics athletes all over the world. So, we're a global movement. Law enforcement officers from around the world have raised over $1 billion.
That's billion with a B, $1 billion for Special Olympics athletes around, around the world. This all started back in 1981 with five police officers running the Flame of Hope to opening ceremonies in Wichita, Kansas. Our founder, Chief LaMunyon, had this amazing vision for what the Law Enforcement Torch Run could be. He approached Special Olympics, and soon after that, Eunice Kennedy Shriver, the founder of Special Olympics, came down to Wichita to see what the Wichita Police Department was doing and noticed right away that this was something that was not only good for Special Olympics athletes, but police officers, and the movement started from there.
00;02;02;22 - 00;02;36;26
John Clifton
What's kind of unique and really special about tonight is the Law Enforcement Torch Run, Special Olympics and the International Association of Chiefs of Police are signing our MOU partnership with the International Association of Chiefs of Police. We've had this partnership in place since 1984, but tonight, we are reestablishing it. We are making that commitment to one another, with chiefs from all around the world, as being partners with Special Olympics and the Law Enforcement Torch Run.
00;02;36;34 - 00;02;58;57
John Clifton
You want to know why law enforcement is involved with Special Olympics? It's because of young ladies like, like Stephanie here. Stephanie is a leader amongst the Law Enforcement Torch Run. She is no different than any of us. We love her. We include her. We are trying to empower her to be the best leader she can possibly be. And I think it's mutual.
00;02;59;09 - 00;03;05;48
Stephanie Price
Yeah! 
John Clifton
I think Stephanie loves us too. 
Stephanie Price
I love you too, John. Yeah, I do.
00;03;05;53 - 00;03;32;35
Stephanie Price
So, for me as an athlete, the LETR Council is very important to us athletes, as they do so much for us, as we want to do so much for them, as they are our heroes. They are. They back us 100%. They cheer us on, they raise money for us, and we couldn't do what we do as athletes.
00;03;32;35 - 00;04;02;18
Stephanie Price 
We couldn't do our competitions. We couldn't do our travel. We couldn't be, even, sit on councils, as I am now, without law enforcement. I have a big heart, and sometimes that gets, that gets emotional when you talk about law enforcement, as it is a big deal.
Novie Craven
Just running, well, just running with the police officers, you know, definitely having that experience of a lifetime because sometimes athletes do not get to be around police officers.

00;04;02;20 - 00;04;21;02
Novie Craven
They're just, you know, they think that the police officers are there to protect and serve, but they're also, well, you know, help them if need. And definitely, for me, being around police officers is just amazing because they definitely, you know, they definitely support us. They say, “If you don't, if you don't want to run, we can walk with you.”
00;04;21;05 - 00;04;50;20
Novie Craven
Now when you do Torch Runs, do you usually run or do you usually walk? 
Stephanie Price
Run. Well, I did. Now, this goes back with, I didn't always be a very good runner.
Novie Craven
That doesn't matter. You’re included. 
Stephanie Price
But then, when I got more involved in law enforcement, I started running even further. So now, we run almost the whole, the leg, our whole leg.
00;04;50;20 - 00;04;54;57
Novie Craven
Wow. I can only do, like, a 5K, and that's about it.
00;04;54;57 - 00;05;40;25
Novie Craven
Both hands on the wheel! 
Driving Simulator
The radio dispatch will announce a robbery in progress at a specified location. Your objective is to follow the officer leading the police department to the scene of the robbery.
Novie Craven
5 and …
Charles Humphrey
518, copy and route.
Novie Craven
5 … Blehh!
Driving Simulator
518, I have you en route at 13:01. Break. 527, go with your traffic.
Charles Humphrey
Put it in drive. Now go straight. Watch the cars coming. Watch the cars. Oh!
Driving Simulator
527, state tag out of New York. Bravo, Alpha, Victor …
00;05;41;04 - 00;06;13;32
Brandon Fitzgerald
The partnership between Special Olympics, LETR and the International Association of Chiefs of Police reflects shared values. Those values are service, respect, dignity, inclusion and leadership.
Vincent Talucci
We place great value on partnerships that reflect our profession at its best. Partnerships grounded in leadership, compassion and service. Beyond the badge. The work you do embodies those values, and we're proud to stand alongside you.
0;06;13;36 - 00;06;33;22
Novie Craven
What is it like being in the Torch Run? 
Vincent Talucci
Novie, thanks for the question. From an International Association of Chiefs of Police perspective, we have 35,000 members around the globe. We've been a long-standing founding member, partner of the, of Torch Run, dating back to 1983.
Novie Craven
I wasn’t even born then …
00;06;33;27 - 00;07;00;41
Vincent Talucci
It means a great deal to us. It embodies the work that IACP does to bring communities together, being inclusive, global environment, to bring athletes and communities and the police together to talk about important issues impacting communities, but also ensuring that police and communities are working well together. And this is just a great means to help improve those community relations.
00;07;00;45 - 00;07;21;03
John Clifton
These days, it's not easy being a police officer. When you are having a bad day as a police officer and you get a hug from a Special Olympics athlete, or you simply just talk to a Special Olympics athlete, all that bad stuff goes away. You could be on the worst call that you've ever been on, see the worst in humanity. We, as police officers, see things that probably 90% of the population has never seen before or doesn't have to deal with. And when we circle back around with our Special Olympics athletes, it, it changes us in a way that is so positive.
00;07;37;43 - 00;07;44;33
John Clifton
You know, I've heard several police officers throughout the year say that Special Olympics and Special Olympics athletes have saved their lives.
00;07;44;33 - 00;07;57;48
John Clifton
And I, and I believe that if you're involved with Special Olympics and you're involved with Special Olympics athletes, it makes your day so much more better. And it gives you, it gives you hope. It gives you meaning. It gives you, it gives you a why. You're in law enforcement.
00;07;57;48 - 00;08;12;18
Charles Humphrey 
This is you, right here. You arrived. These are the officers already on the scene. But if you get into a crash 2 miles up the road, you’re not there. You’re there. You’re supposed to be here. They need you here to help that officer. OK? So, the objective is to get here.
Novie Craven
Okay.
00;08;12;18 - 00;08;39;45
Charles Humphrey
She did great. She was very safe. It’s always a work in progress but she did a very good job. She was alert. She paid attention to the signs. We didn’t have any crashes.
Novie Craven
I honked the horn pretty much.
Charles Humphrey
She had the siren going. I think she did an excellent job.
Novie Craven
Thank you very much. He was telling me, “Now put the blinkers on.” Whoops!
Charles Humphrey 
We’re going to swear you in. Now, raise your right hand.
Novie Craven
Oh, I swear to God. Oh, sorry!
Charles Humphrey 
Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you will uphold the law of the land …
Novie Craven
Yes, sir!
Charles Humphrey 
So help you God?
Novie Craven
So help me God.
Charles Humphrey 
OK, congratulations
Novie Craven
Thank you so much. 
00;08;48;31 - 00;09;15;48
Carmen Helton
So, you know, as a police officer, you know, I'm, you know, in the Guardian, we're considered the Guardians of the Flame. And, you know, that's my job. My job is to protect the flame. It's make sure it doesn't go out. And it's to make sure that, that we're able to light up athletes and show their, their abilities and show their, celebrate their, their accomplishments.
00;09;15;50 - 00;09;47;41
Novie Craven
So, what is it like being a police officer? 
Carmen Helton
Oh, it's the best job ever. You know, for me, my job is a little bit different than patrol officers are on the street. I work in the media relations office, and I work with the media. If we have a call that goes out, like a homicide or a theft or bank robbery, I'm the one who would talk to the media about it and be able to explain to them what happened if we're looking for a suspect or something like that. 
00;09;47;55 - 00;10;13;49
Novie Craven
Do you have a favorite memory from doing a Torch Run?
Carmen Helton
Favorite memory doing Torch Run? I think I have to say my favorite memory of, during the Torch Run, was because, in 2010, and I was running the Torch Run back in my home state, and my husband, that's how I met him.
00;10;13;49 - 00;10;36;02
Carmen Helton
He was running the Torch Run for another agency, and that's how we met. And we ran all the way to, you know, where we start the Summer Games, and we, that's how we met. And so that's, that's a memorable moment, that something as big as the Torch Run, it has, it's brought two people together because of a common, a common cause.
00;10;36;07 - 00;10;39;16
Carmen Helton
And you know it’s something we believe passionately in.
00;10;39;24 - 00;10;52;16
Stephanie Price 
Look at me now. Special Olympics didn't just change my life. It gave me a voice. It showed me that my disability does not hold me back. It taught me to embrace it.
00;10;52;20 - 00;11;01;14
Brandon Fitzgerald
LETR is one of the most powerful examples of the law enforcement community engaging with communities in a human way.
00;11;01;17 - 00;11;17;35
Vincent Talucci
What has been built and continue to sustain makes a real difference for athletes, for communities and for the officers who proudly support this mission around the globe.
Novie Craven
Oh, it was wonderful. I want to do it again and again and again.
00;11;17;47 - 00;11;22;39
Novie Craven
Because I know, I know the run of show. I'm a podcast host, so I know what to do.
00;11;22;44 - 00;11;24;32
Novie Craven
But I'm messing, I'm messing with this guy.
00;11;24;36 - 00;11;35;03
Novie Craven
But definitely, tell me, Chief, how is it like being involved with, but also a part of, the Torch Run, like being a chief of, in the police department?
00;11;35;07 - 00;11;48;43
Rodney Seurer
Oh my gosh. So, I started with Special Olympics back in the ’70s. I worked for the Durham Police Department in Durham, North Carolina. OK. And back then, I was told to be a part of the Torch Run.
00;11;48;48 - 00;12;09;57
Rodney Seurer
I didn't know anything about the Torch Run. A lot about Special Olympics, because my brother is a Special Olympics athlete. Great. Awesome. So, and he's now aged 47, and he was involved for a number of years. And I saw what Special Olympics had done for Aaron, my brother. Right. And so, it got me involved when I was volunteered to be a part of the Torch Run movement.
00;12;10;00 - 00;12;32;58
Rodney Seurer
To make a long story short, I was involved in North Carolina Law Enforcement Torch Run and Special Olympics for 23 years. Amazing. I retired from there, then moved north to Minnesota. And the very first day I arrived in Minnesota, I went to the first LETR meeting, Minnesota LETR meeting, and they asked me to be a state director.
00;12;32;58 - 00;12;58;21
Rodney Seurer
And it's just a phenomenal journey. I will … and I involve my brother all the time.
Novie Craven
Absolutely, absolutely, absolutely. 
00;12;58;26 - 00;13;24;15
John Clifton
It's incredible. It's incredible knowing that we have raised over $1 billion. And that is a, that's a, that's a grassroots fundraiser. Show me another organization that's ever done something like that. You know, we're not getting millions and millions of dollars from big companies. We are police officers out in our communities, in line at a Dunkin' Donuts or, or wherever we may be, asking for donations a dollar at a time.
00;13;24;16 - 00;13;39;27
John Clifton
It's incredible to see my counterparts, my brothers and sisters in blue, out there raising money for, you know, people with intellectual disabilities that might not have a voice or might not feel the best about themselves.
00;13;39;32 - 00;13;45;36
Novie Craven
If you were going to ask the chief of police to get involved, how would you ask them to get involved?
00;13;45;41 - 00;13;52;31
Vincent Talucci
I would, I would recommend to any chief: get involved with your local Torch Run. If you have one standing already, get involved.
00;13;52;34 - 00;14;17;05
Vincent Talucci
Talk to your neighboring chiefs. The engagement that you can generate from the supporting of the athletes and supporting of the communities, and bringing law enforcement together, it's invaluable. It's, we always talk about the trust, and you want to build trust. This is a priceless, easy way to build trust within communities, supporting the athletes. Again, supporting communities, supporting law enforcement, all coming together.
00;14;17;05 - 00;14;22;57
Vincent Talucci
I would, I would recommend to any chief. If the chief called me and asked me, “Novie?” I’d say, “Run as fast as you can to get involved.”
00;14;23;02 - 00;14;36;25
John Clifton
The reason I got involved, I was invited to a Summer Games in Georgia, where I'm from. I'm from Georgia, and I was asked to present medals to Special Olympics athletes. Had no idea what I was doing.
00;14;36;25 - 00;14;50;49
John Clifton
Put on my uniform, went down there. Was at a tennis event. I put a medal on a young lady's neck. Her name was Ashley. And...
00;14;50;53 - 00;15;22;12
John Clifton
The hug she gave me that day, not knowing why, it got me hooked into Special Olympics for almost 18 years now. And that's the reason why we raise millions of dollars for these athletes. And that's a simple story. And there's, if you ask every person who's involved with the Law Enforcement Torch Run, they will have some type of story like that, some powerful story that got them hooked with Special Olympics. That hug that day was, was, it was incredible.
00;15;22;15 - 00;15;42;49
John Clifton
Later, we hired Ashley at our police department. She was a records clerk for us for, for quite some time. And again, when our guys were having a bad day or were on a nasty call, and they came in and they saw Ashley and they got one of those hugs, I mean, it put smiles on their face. It took away what they just dealt with out there on the street.
00;15;42;54 - 00;16;03;51
John Clifton
That's why we do it. That's why we raise the money. It's about including people with intellectual disabilities, giving them that, you know, voice or that, that, that time of, of sport where they can compete and they can have fun and they can be just like anybody else that doesn't have an intellectual disability.
00;16;04;02 - 00;16;10;18
Stephanie Price
You're running for athletes like me, like us.
00;16;10;23 - 00;16;45;04
Stephanie Price
Let's keep changing. Let's keep cheering. And let's show the world what we can do.






