TEMPLATE NEWSLETTER STORY
Holiday Music That Changes The World
For more than 24 years, the A Very Special Christmas® Series has brought joy to millions and has impacted communities around the globe
Looking for a gift that keeps on giving? This holiday season give the gift of music that truly gives back – A Very Special Christmas®.  Each one of the seven albums in the A Very Special Christmas® series features new and traditional Christmas songs by top artists of yesterday and today such as Jon Bon Jovi, Madonna, U2, Colbie Caillat, Jason Mraz, Carrie Underwood and many more, all who have donated their time and talent to support Special Olympics.
One hundred percent of the net proceeds from sales of the A Very Special Christmas® series directly support innovative training initiatives that encourage growth and provide creative ways to advance the Special Olympics movement around the world. Last year, 78 Special Olympics Programs worldwide, including those in Kenya, Laos, Colombia, Afghanistan and the United States, received funds directly from album sales.  Through the support of the A Very Special Christmas® grants, Special Olympics has served more than 3.7 million athletes, providing for some of these individuals with intellectual disabilities their first opportunity ever to participate in sports.
[Insert Program-specific information about how A Very Special Christmas has benefitted your local athletes, or information about your local program.]
People with intellectual disabilities comprise the largest disability population in the world. An estimated 200 million people have intellectual disability worldwide and through the sales of A Very Special Christmas® albums, more and more people are getting the chance to come out of the shadows and feel accepted in their communities through the sports and programs that Special Olympics provides.
If you are a fan of sports that create unity, athletes who inspire, and connections that foster acceptance and inclusion, then you are already a fan of Special Olympics. This year, give family and friends the gift of a lifetime, and the gift of life to others.  Support and purchase A Very Special Christmas®, and help ensure a very special future for millions with intellectual disability worldwide.
Details about where A Very Special Christmas® is available on www.averyspecialchristmas.org.  
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