














Dear athletes, families, partners, supporters and colleagues,

As we wrap up 2024 in the Special Olympics East Asia region, I'm truly grateful.
This year has been a remarkable display of the dedication of our athletes, coaches,
volunteers, partners and staff. Their efforts have made a real difference in the lives

of people with intellectual disabilities.

The Special Olympics isn't just about sports. It's about inclusion, empowerment,
and changing the world. In 2024, we saw this spirit in every corner of our region,
from local training to cross-Program events. We're committed to providing

year-round sports training and competitions for our athletes.

Local programming, as emphasized in Special Olympics strategic plan, is
extremely important. Local events are where our athletes start their journey.
These events help them learn new skills, gain confidence, and make friends.
They also bring communities together, breaking down barriers and promoting
acceptance. In 2024, local competitions and events across our region proved the

value of such programming.

Looking ahead to 2025, we're excited about the Special Olympics World Winter
Games in Turin, Italy. This global event will be a great chance for our athletes to
show what they've learned through local training. It's a platform for them to
inspire the world and prove that with support, they can achieve anything. We're

sure our SOEA athletes will do us proud in Turin.

| want to thank everyone involved in our success in the SOEA region. Your hard
work has made a huge impact. Together, we're building a more inclusive world.
Let's look forward to 2025 with hope and energy, knowing that the future of

Special Olympics in East Asia is full of promise.

Sincerely,
Soh Changwoo
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