
2022/2023
AFRICA REGION

ANNUAL
REPORT



04

18

26

10

22

108

06

20

104

16

24

109

Comment from
 the President

Mission

2022 Unified Cup
Detroit, Michigan

2022 / 2023 Africa 
Reach Report

Inclusive Health

Unified LeadershipYouth Engagement

Our LeadershipOur Local 
Programs

Contact UsPartners

A F R I C A  R E G I O N  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 2 / 2 0 2 3  /  0 3

C
O
N
T
E
N
T
S

On the cover:

Special Olympics

South Africa athlete  

Kamogelo Moncho

goes for gold in the

men’s 5000m at the

2023 Special

Olympics World

Games in Berlin,

Germany.

Special Olympics

Senegal athlete

Ablaye Ndiaye

carries the Flame of

Hope during

Opening Ceremony

at the 2023 Special

Olympics World

Games in Berlin,

Germany.

2023 World Games
Berlin, Germany
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To provide year-round sports
training and athletic
competition in a variety of
Olympic-type sports for
children and adults with
intellectual disabilities, giving
them continuing
opportunities to develop
physical fitness, demonstrate
courage, experience joy and
participate in a sharing of
gifts, skills and friendship
with their families, other
Special Olympics athletes and
the community.

Special Olympics is a global movement of

people creating a new world of inclusion

and community, where every single person

is accepted and welcomed, regardless of

ability or disability. We are helping to make

the world a better, healthier and more

joyful place - one athlete, one volunteer,

one family member at a time.

8 years and up

Special Olympics athletes age group

3.9 Mill
Special Olympics athletes

2 - 7 years

Young Athletes program

A F R I C A  R E G I O N  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 2 / 2 0 2 3  /  0 5



Sport continues to be at the center of Special Olympics -
and we will use this catalyst to increase education to
include the population of people with intellectual
disabilities, the population Special Olympics primarily
serves. 

Following the 2019 Africa Region
increase in the number of accredited
countries, the Africa Region had to
adapt to this sudden increase
considering that approximately 45% of
the current 41 accredited countries are
in the emerging status. 

With such disparities with 65% of the
accredited countries in the advanced
status, a hybrid local Program
Development approach has been
employed ensuring adjusted training
Programs to achieve the same goal:
local Program Development.C
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PIONEER PARTNER
The ‘A Very Special Christmas’ albums,
created by world renowned musical
artists, producers and A&M Records,
launched the first album launched in
1987. 

In 2017, over $3 million was allocated
by the Christmas Records Trust to
support Program Development and
fund Christmas Record Grants. 

LOCAL PROGRAM
DEVELOPMENT
There has been an increase in onsite
coaches and Board governance training,
and this has paid off well as there is
evidence of Special Olympics Programs
sustaining stable good governance and
significant increase in the recruitment
of new athletes and the recovery of
previously missing athletes and coaches
from the pandemic. 

With the changing global priorities, and
to keep in sync with the current global
trends, digital technology will be a
priority in the coming years in the Africa
Region. 

 These grants were used to recruit
athletes, train coaches, host
competitions, and expand athlete and
partner participation in Unified Sports.

Since 1998, over $70 million has been
given to Special Olympics Programs
from the Christmas Records Trust. 
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GLOBAL COALITION FOR
INCLUSION
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Charles Nyambe
Regional President and Managing
Director, Africa Region
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Glad to announce that another
important area of focus in the coming
years will be the Special Olympics
Global Coalition for Inclusion, made
possible through the generous grant
from the Stavros Niarchos Foundation
(SNF). The Coalition is a multilateral
effort that engages national
governments to support in-country
expansion of Special Olympics inclusive
education through sports programming
Unified Sports and Unified Schools.

The Coalition aims to collaborate closely
with national governments as well as
foreign aid agencies, UN agencies,
industry leaders, global philanthropy
and international non-governmental
organizations to invest in inclusive
education through sports as a key way
for nations to fully implement the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (UN-CRPD) and
the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (UN-SDGs).

Strategically, we would like to position
national governments to become
members of the Coalition, and we look
to match the funding that SNF is
providing to Special Olympics as a
commitment to scaling this important
work. 

The Coalition was launched globally
during the 2023 Special Olympics
World Summer Games in Berlin, and
we witnessed several national
governments from around the world
that signed to join the Global Coalition
for Inclusion. To date, five of these are
from the Africa Region:

The Republic of Angola
The Republic of Ghana
The Republic of Kenya 
The Republic of Seychelles
The Republic of South Africa

We launched the Coalition in Ghana
on the 27 November 2023 and in
Seychelles on 4 December 2023. We
will be launching the Global Coalition
in Angola, Kenya and in South Africa
on the dates to be announced. His
Excellency Cyril Ramaphosa, President
of the Republic of South Africa,
recently committed to the Global
Coalition for Inclusion in his speech
when he welcomed the 2023 Special
Olympics World Games delegation to
a celebratory event at the Union
Buildings in Pretoria. 
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 The Special Olympics Unified Cup 2022
presented by Toyota showed the world
how the power of sport builds and
shapes a diverse community that unites
and empowers people of all abilities,
from all backgrounds. Three Programs
from Africa Region joined 300
footballers from over 20 nations: 

Special Olympics Burkina Faso
Special Olympics Namibia
Special Olympics Nigeria
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The Special Olympics
World Games are the
world's largest inclusive
sporting event.

 Thousands of athletes with and
without intellectual disabilities
compete with each other.
The Special Olympics World Games
took place in Berlin from June 17th to
25th, 2023 - for the first time in
Germany. We celebrated an
international, colorful festival of sport
for greater recognition and social
participation of people with
intellectual disabilities.

Programs from 
Africa Region

Athletes and Unified
 partners

32

812

Awards

344
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Why Inclusive Health
Matters Now More Than
Ever 

The most important risk for people
with ID is not their underlying health
conditions, but their lack of access to
healthcare. In addition, more than
80% of healthcare providers are not
trained to treat people with
intellectual disabilities. 

Despite severe need and higher
health risks, people with intellectual
disabilities lack equitable access to
health services and die, on average,
16 years earlier than the general
population. 

HEALTH MESSENGER HIGHLIGHT

Special Olympics Zimbabwe Health

Messenger Barbara Njovo was invited to speak

at the World Health Summit session

“Reimagining Universal Health Coverage to

Leave No One Behind: Health Equity for

Persons with Disabilities and Access to Assistive

Technology as Key Drivers to Achieving

Universal Health Coverage.” 

Special Olympics, as part of a disability-inclusive

health consortium that included ATScale, the

Global Partnership for Assistive Technology,

Christian Blind Mission, Clinton Health Access

Initiative, Deutsche Gesellschaft für

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), and

Missing Billion Initiative, made a strong

impression at the recent World Health Summit

(WHS) held in Berlin. One of the world’s

premiere global health events, the WHS enjoys

high-level attendance — from global health

players like the World Health Organization,

national governments and civil society.

44,864

3,125

ATHLETES 
PARTICIPATING 
IN FITNESS

NUMBER OF HEALTH 
CARE WORKERS
TRAINED

HEALTH PROGRAMS IN 2022

13

NUMBER OF
HEALTHY
COMMUNITY
PROGRAMS
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Youth Leaders in
2022

2,563
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Through generous support from
funding partners such as the
Stavros Niarchos Foundation,

Special Olympics is able to deliver Unified
Sports and other inclusive leadership
development opportunities to more youth
worldwide. Starting with a landmark
collaboration in 2018, we have partnered to
amplify the global impact of Special Olympics
programmatic work in Unified Sports and
Unified Schools in Kenya, Senegal and
Tanzania.

This project aims to support social inclusion
around the world by forging stronger youth
engagement worldwide and transforming
educational systems through Unified Sports.

TRANSFORMING
EDUCATION
SYSTEMS

2,953

578

UNIFIED 
CHAMPION SCHOOLS

UNIFIED SCHOOLS ENGAGED IN
SPECIAL OLYMPICS

SCHOOLS
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The impact of global youth
work is playing an
increasingly vital role in
the work of Special
Olympics, and Africa
Region is leading the way.

Key achievements from Africa Region,
as published in the Special Olympics
Global Youth Engagement 2022 and
2023 Impact Report, have been
across the several focus areas of
Unified Schools, inclusive Youth
Leadership development and Special
Olympics Young Athletes.

All around Africa Region, Special
Olympics work revolves around the
cultivation of youth leadership,
because each youth advocate and
leader is a step towards the Inclusion
Revolution! 

Ongoing opportunities are available
for youth to learn about leadership
and how to engage with their peers,
both with and without intellectual
disabilities.
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Athlete Leaders in
2022

1,398
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Special Olympics - whether it is
through our Unified
Sports, Unified Schools, Unified
Leadership, and other
programming - seeks to change
attitudes and behaviors
of people without intellectual
and developmental
disabilities (IDD). 

It is essential to our theory of change.
Not only do we believe that people
with IDD themselves need
opportunities to learn sports skills
and be part of a team and part of
their schools and communities, but
we also know that real inclusion
requires people without IDD to
change their attitudes and behaviors
to truly recognize and embrace
people with IDD. 

Learn more about the Unified
Leadership modules: Click the Link.

B U I L D I N G  R E S I L I E N T  C O M M U N I T I E S  T H R O U G H  I N C L U S I O N   / 2 5

https://resources.specialolympics.org/leadership-excellence/unified-leadership


SO Benin 
SO Botswana 
SO Burkina Faso 
SO Burundi
SO Cameroon
SO Cape Verde 
SO Congo 
SO Côte d’Ivoire 
SO Democratic
Republic of the
Congo 
SO Equatorial
Guinea 
SO Eswatini 
SO Ethiopia 
SO Gambia 
SO Ghana 
SO Guinea 
SO Guinea
Bissau 
SO Kenya 
SO Lesotho

 SO Liberia 
SO Madagascar 
SO Malawi 
SO Mali 
SO Mauritius 
SO Mozambique 
SO Namibia 
SO Nigeria 
SO Rwanda 
SO Senegal 
SO Seychelles
SO Sierra Leone
SO Somalia* 
SO South Africa 
SO South Sudan 
SO Tanzania 
SO Togo 
SO Uganda 
SO Zambia 
SO Zimbabwe
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Programs in Africa
Region

41
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SPECIAL
OLYMPICS
BENIN
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REUBLIC OF THE
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Sammy Kamande
Chairperson & Governance

 East Africa sub-region,
Special Olympics Kenya

Daisy Nguni
Special Olympics South Africa 

Office Assistant, 
Special Olympics Africa

Region

Brightfield Shadi
Athlete representative to
Africa Leadership Council,

 Special Olympics Botswana

Jimmy Masina
Sports Liaison

Regional staff representative,
Special Olympics Africa

Region

ATHLETE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
AFRICA SUB-REGION REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
LOCAL PROGRAM ATHLETE LEADERSHIP COUNCILS

Santos Antonio
Communications Liaison

Southern Africa sub-region,
 Special Olympics Namibia

Boniface Kimeu
Africa representative to
Global Athlete Congress,
 Special Olympics Kenya

Hippolyte Koubassare
Sports Liaison

West Africa (French) sub-
region, 

Special Olympics Burkina
Faso

Barbara Njovo
Health Liaison

Southern Africa sub-region,
 Special Olympics Zimbabwe

Miguel Francois Jeannot
Secretary

Indian Ocean islands sub-
region,

Special Olympics Mauritius

Victor Umeh
Sports Liaison

West Africa sub-region
(English),

 Special Olympics Nigeria
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Taimi Itembu
Chair of Africa Leadership

Council
 Southern Africa sub-region

 Board Member, Special
Olympics Namibia

Annick Pikbougoum
West Africa (French) sub-

region
 National Director, Special

Olympics Burkina Faso

Dr Ebenezer Owusu
West Africa (English) sub-

region
Board Chair, Special Olympics

Ghana

Dr Dennis M. Ndambo
East Africa sub-region

 Board Member, Special
Olympics Kenya

AFRICA LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
AFRICA SUB-REGION REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
LOCAL PROGRAM LEADERSHIP

Hamchetou Maiga-Ba
International Advisory

Committee Africa
Representative, Special

Olympics International Board
of Directors

 Chair, Special Olympics Mali

Brightfield Shadi
Athlete Representative

appointed by the AIC
 Athlete Leader, Special

Olympics Botswana

Andriambavimitsara Mohajy
Indian Ocean sub-region
 Board Member, Special
Olympics Madagascar
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STAFF
SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
AFRICA REGION

Charles Nyambe 
President & Managing

Director

 Susan Masila
Director, Global
Development &

Government Relations 

Tanya Nzvengende
Director, Initiatives

Jimmy Masina
Office Assistant

 Charles Takouet
Senior Manager, Program

Development

Matlou Maesela Jr
Director, Healthy

Communities

Romi Reinecke
 Senior Director,
Communications

Ngawa Mumba
Senior Manager, Youth

Engagement

Mashane Nthutang 
Senior Manager, Healthy

Athletes

 Desmond Sibiya
Director, Sports Programs &

Organizational
Development

Joe Mutua
Manager, Organization

Development

 Jessica Tiade
Manager, Youth Leadership

& Bilingual support
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Special Olympics Africa Region is pleased to recognize
our partners for their vital support.
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SPIRIT PARTNERS

GLOBAL YOUTH PARTNERS GLOBAL HEALTH PARTNERS

CONTACT
US

Epsom Downs Office Park 
13 Sloane Street, Bryanston 

Johannesburg, 2191

africa@specialolympics.org

Tel +27 11 706 3323 
Fax +27 11 706 6149

Special Olympics Africa



Special
Olympics
Athlete Oath

"
"

Let me
win, 
but if I
cannot
win, 
let me
brave in
the
attempt.


