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2024 Rule Change Summary 

Handball 

Change From Change To 

Old Formatting See date change at footer to reflect September 2024 

9.2 Line Up 

9.2.1 Special Olympics Handball rules allow a 

team to play with a maximum of seven and a 

minimum of five players on the court in order to 

continue a game. Only the following lineups are 

allowed: 4 athletes and 3 partners, 3 athletes 

and 3 partners, 3 athletes and 2 partners. 

Failure to adhere to the required ratio results in 

a forfeit. 

CHANGE: 

9.2.1 Special Olympics Handball rules allow a team to 

play with a maximum of seven and a minimum of five 

players on the court in order to continue a game. Only 

the following lineups are allowed:  

• 4 athletes and 3 partners 

• 3 athletes and 3 partners 

• 3 athletes and 2 partners 

9.2 Line Up 

9.2.2 Exception: Whenever two-minute 

suspensions are issued, a team’s lineup on the 

court remains intact regardless of the ratio. 

When the suspension time concludes, the 

lineup must restore back to the required ratios. 

9.2.2.1 Example: If a partner receives a two-

minute suspension and the ratio then is 4 

athletes and 2 partners, this is allowed only 

during the suspension time. If a second partner 

also receives a two-minute suspension during 

this overlapping time frame, the lineup of4 

athletes and 1 partner is allowed, but only 

during the suspension time). If there are ever 

less than 5 players (Athletes & Partners) on the 

CHANGE:  

9.2.2 Exception: Whenever two-minute suspensions 

are issued, a team’s lineup on the court remains intact 

regardless of the ratio. When the suspension time 

concludes, the lineup must restore back to the required 

ratios. 

9.2.2.1 Example: If a partner receives a two-minute 

suspension and the ratio then is 4 athletes and 2 

partners, this is allowed only during the suspension time. 

If a second partner also receives a two-minute 

suspension during this overlapping time frame, the 

lineup of4 athletes and 1 partner is allowed, but only 

during the suspension time). If there are ever less than 5 

players (Athletes & Partners) on the court, the game is 

immediately stopped, and a forfeit win is awarded to the 

opposing team. 
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court, the game is immediately stopped, and a 

forfeit win is awarded to the opposing team. 

 

 ADD: 

9.2.4 It is required that athletes and Unified partners are 

of similar age and similar ability. For more information 

on similar age and ability, please see Sport Rules Article 

1 Section 14.1.2. 

 


