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UAE’s Unprecedented Commitment

On January 24, 2017, the Higher Committee for the
Special Olympics World Games in Abu Dhabi was
announced by His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan. Abu Dhabi’s decision to host the largest sports
and humanitarian event in the world in 2019 - the Special
Olympics World Games - hopes to result in a profound
and lasting impact on the region in the way it approaches
societal inclusion of ‘people of determination’.

Most recently, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashed
Al Maktoum announced the national policy for empowering
people with special needs stating that people belonging to
this segment in the UAE will no longer be called people with
special needs, but rather “people with strength”.

Within the policy of public life, culture and sports, the
theme highlights the integration of “people with strength”
into various cultural, sporting and social activities, and the
importance of organizing competitions involving them in
different cultural, social and sporting fields. It also involves
the launch of awareness programs targeting

all communities.

Abu Dhabi has led the advocacy for people with intellectual
disabilities for many years, acting positively and developing
policy change in favor of full integration. Abu Dhabi is now
ready to take the next big step, by investing its resources
and engaging the entire UAE community to elevate

and empower people with intellectual disabilities both
regionally and internationally. By doing so, it will assist
Special Olympics in increasing its reach and message
throughout the Middle East and worldwide.

The hosting of the Special Olympics World Games could not
be timelier as it aligns with the priorities and initiatives of
the UAE's vision for inclusion and full integration of people
with disabilities into every facet of society, and further
underpins the nation’s leadership and commitment to this
area for the world to follow.
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“The UAE's hosting of the 2019 Special Olympic @

World Games reflects the world’s confidence in
UAE's capabilities, youth and humanitarian image.
We welcome the world’s best athletes to the UAE
and congratulate the Special Olympics leadership
on promoting inclusion and tolerance

through sport.”

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi

& Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces x
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Abu Dhabi

No other organized event in the world has the emotional
and social impact of the Special Olympics World Games.
For the athletes and their families, it opens doors to

unimagined possibilities. For those who volunteer, support,
and sponsor the Games, it inspires unprecedented pride
and hope for a brighter future.

And for the cities, states, and nations who host the Games,
it transforms their society, creating a more just and

understanding environment for all, and demonstrating to
the world their recognition of the value of every
human being.

This is the opportunity for you and your organisation to be
part of something that truly reaches out to the whole world
and will showcase the UAE at its brilliant best.

An enormous effort is needed to organize and run an event
of this magnitude - the largest sports and humanitarian
event in the world in 2019.

We would be delighted to prepare a bespoke package that
could build your brand and get your employees involved

and ultimately transform and inspire the whole nation.

Don't just be a spectator, get involved.

“There’s no better or more profound location than
Abu Dhabi to invite the world to come together in
celebration of sport, in celebration of people of all
kinds, and to demonstrate to the world that the
lines of division can be erased. We are thrilled to
be the first fully global multisport games of this
size to be staged in the Middle East.”

Timothy Shriver, Special Olympics Chairman
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14 days of spectacular events will include

Opening and Closing Ceremonies

The Ceremonies for the 2019 World Games promises to
be the most spectacular ever staged in celebration of the
Special Olympics movement.

With all the pageantry and star power of any world class
event of this stature, the Ceremonies will unite people
around the globe and highlight the diversity and beauty of
Abu Dhabi and the UAE to audiences in over 170 countries.

Host Town Program

The largest cultural exchange program ever conducted

in the Middle East will see each of the 170 national
delegations paired with communities throughout all seven
Emirates for four days prior to arriving in Abu Dhabi for the
Games. Through a series of sports, cultural, artistic and
community events, the Host Town Program will provide
Special Olympics athletes a chance to experience the UAE's
culture and hospitality while in turn providing every citizen
of the UAE with a life-changing and memorable experience
with Special Olympics athletes to share.

Law Enforcement Torch Run Final Leg

Starting at the Site of the Pnyx in Athens, Greece, the
Special Olympics “Flame of Hope” is lit by the rays of the
sun and relayed to the UAE and through all the Emirates by
Special Olympics athletes and law enforcement officers,
conveying a message of hope for a more unified world.

Healthy Athletes Program

Volunteer health professionals provide free health
screenings including visual, dental, hearing, physiotherapy,
and podiatry to each of the 7,000 athletes participating in
the Games.

Global Youth Summit

Youth leaders with and without disabilities from around the
world come together for a week of youth-led discussions
around issues of inclusion and changing attitudes.
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Global Leaders Summit

Opinion leaders from the government, business, media and
philanthropy, policy makers and experts in sports, health
and education will convene to address how to build a more
inclusive world for all people while following the unified
example of Special Olympics athletes.

Something for Everyone

A spectacular festival and series of concerts, Unified Sports
experiences, and other events will deliver the first ever
World Games where every volunteer, fan, and spectator

is offered an inclusive transformational experience with
Special Olympics athletes at the Games.
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The world will be watching

The Games will showcase the Special Olympics
movement on a world stage, celebrating the abilities and

accomplishments of people with intellectual disabilities and
fostering a new global vision of acceptance.

On par with the traditional Olympics in terms of nations
represented, number of athletes competing, quality of
competition venues, and scope of involvement by the host
country and city, the 2019 Games will feature 7,000 athletes
representing a record 170 countries. They will come to

Abu Dhabi to demonstrate their skill and determination

“Abu Dhabi is hosting the biggest World Games.
The first Special Olympics to be held in the Middle
East for athletes with intellectual disabilities
from 170 countries. It is a source of pride and
inspiration for the nation.”

on the field of play in 24 sports, while more than 500,000
Sheikh Mohamed bin Rashed Al Maktoum,
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai @

spectators cheer them on and millions more fans around
the globe are connected to every race and event.
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Live Unified. Play Unified.

Special Olympics and the United Arab Emirates

- established within three years of each other - were
both founded on the premise that inclusive qualities
such as tolerance, unity, and goodwill not only empower
individuals to succeed, but yield productive communities
that improve society as a whole.

In keeping with these national values, the UAE's capital
— Abu Dhabi - intends to stage the most unified World

Games in the history of the Special Olympics.

With its diverse population and a tradition of warm

hospitality, the people of Abu Dhabi demonstrate, every day,
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the spirit at the heart of the Special Olympics: Respecting
people from all walks of life and abilities, and giving
generously their time and resources.

Abu Dhabi is the ideal setting for the Special Olympics,
with a globally-central location, modern facilities and
infrastructure that will ensure the success of the Games.

As the most unified host for the most unified games ever
held, people with intellectual disabilities will be involved
in all facets of the Games, providing every spectator, guest
and fan an inclusive and transformational experience with
Special Olympics athletes.
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The World Games are more than a world-class sporting
event. They are a catalyst — to improve lives, to reach

our collective full potential, and to create greater social
inclusion for people with and without intellectual disabilities
both here in the UAE, in the region and globally.

The UAE will come together to welcome the world to Abu
Dhabi for the Special Olympics. Our clear ambition will be
for these games to redefine the Special Olympics World
Games for future generations.Games for future generations.
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Make sure you're part of the most inspiring
sporting and humanitarian event in 2019

For more information:
Abdulrahman Al Kaabi +971 50 855 4485
www.abudhabi2019.org

QO0OO OO /WorldGamesAD

#AbuDhabi2019
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The spirit of the games

“Special Olympics is a testament to the indestructibility of the human spirit. Many of you have
suffered great disadvantage in your lives...you serve as an example and inspiration... you,
the athletes are the ambassadors of the greatest of humankind. You inspire us to know that
all obstacles to human achievement and progress are surmountable.”
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“We all want the same things — a sense of pride in who we
are, and a belief that we can reach our dreams no matter
what challenges we face. That's what you all are doing
here. That's your mission. You're bringing us together.
You're filling us with so much hope. And you're uniting us in

a way that nothing else can.”

Michelle Obama
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