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HELLO TORCH RUNNERS, 
 
This has been a phenomenal year with unparalleled financial success and exciting fund 
raisers reaching new heights such as Polar Plunges and the ñOver the Edgeò campaign.  
But all this could not be possible without the drive, determination and leadership that we 
have within each of our programs worldwide.  The partnership between Special Olympics 
and law enforcement continues to flourish and sets the stage for unlimited growth. 
 
With exciting news such as record revenues generated, $38.3 million, the development of 
our fifteenth region, welcome Latin America, and renewed support from SOI, it is evident 
that the face of the Law Enforcement Torch Run® is changing, all for the better, all for our 
athletes!  No where more evident are these changes visible than with the LETR Executive 
Council itself.  There are several new faces to the Executive Council including our new 
Athlete Representative from Wisconsin, Martha Hill, all enthusiastic and energized to take 
our movement to the next level.  I welcome all the new faces and the returning leadership 
to what will prove to be another exciting year. 
 
As many of you may have already heard, I too have changed roles within the Executive 
Council and I must go on record to say I am both honored and humbled by your support 
and confidence.  As the new Chair of the LETR Executive Council in collaboration with the 
new Vice-Chair Adrian DeWendt, CEO of SO Oklahoma, and the rest of the Executive 
Council Leadership, I will strive to bring the same vision and inspiration to the development 
of our movement that I have through the conferences and other initiatives.  We will build 
upon the foundation of those before us and continue to give our athletes a voice in the 
world that they can be proud of and grow with; a voice that will command respect, inclusion, 
and opportunity; a voice that will be a formidable influence and advocate for all those with 
intellectual disabilities. 
 
I am confident that we can continue to experience unparalleled success by sharing this 
vision and surrounding ourselves with great people, Torch Runners like you, Guardians of 
the Flame! 
 
I look forward to working with you and your programs, and providing guidance and 
leadership through the Executive Council.  Keep reaching for tomorrow, but enjoy today.  
Keep the Flame of Hope Burning Bright! 
 
 
 
Mike Peretti 
Chair, LETR Executive Council 
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New South Wales Special Olympics athlete Tom 
Leray-Meyer was selected to compete in the PUMP 
Golf Junior Festival at Queenslandôs Twin Waters 
Golf Club which was run in conjunction with the 
Australian PGA Championships. 

Tom was the only golfer with an intellectual disability 
to partake in the event which gave 80 junior golfers 
the opportunity to learn from some of Australiaôs top 
golf professionals before participating in a unique 36-
hole tournament. The junior golfers were also able to 
attend the Australian PGA Championships where 
they were able to watch the stars in action.  

Tomôs very proud father Tony said ñTom won 
Runner Up for Most Improved by improving his 

score by  19 shots on day 2 - scoring 109.   Tom was the first Special Olympics Junior Golfer 
ever to gain selection to attend the PGA PUMP Junior Festival.    The tournament was 
played at the difficult Twin Waters Resort GC in very hot and humid conditions.   Tom 
worked hard throughout the week and enjoyed the experience thoroughly.   He got a great 
deal out of the instruction phase and especially enjoyed the 'touring pro' coaching session 

with Nick Ahern, Alistair Presnall and Marcus Fraser.ò 

Tom practices his golf each week with Special Olympics.  According to Rex Langthorne, who 
developed the Special Olympics golf program in Australia and sits on the Special Olympics 
International Board of Directors, óWhat makes Tomôs achievement significant is not that he has an 
intellectual disability but that he continues to push himself to pursue his passion for golf and 
achieve his personal best despite many obstacles.ô 

óAs a young boy, regular seizures prevented Tom from playing sport but following surgery, which 
eased his condition, he began to show an avid interest in sport and was particularly fascinated by 
the achievements of Tiger Woods.ô  

Tomôs parents heard about the Special Olympics Golf Program at the Avondale Golf Club in 
Sydney.  They got Tom involved under Coach Tony Barr who was pleasantly surprised with Tomôs 
great hand-eye coordination and the talent he showed. 

Tom has won gold medals at the last two Special Olympics National Games and received a 
Variety-funded scholarship to assist with his golf development.  

Tom has joined the junior program and regularly 
plays at Long Reef Golf Club, just north of Sydney, 
where he has flourished under the initial tutelage of 
Don and Sandra Gillies and more recently from 
club professionals Danny Vera and Stuart 
Edwards. This past December Tom played a 
charity round at The Lakes Golf Club as part of the 
Australian Open. 

According to Rex, óThis is a great example of 
inclusive sport for all and we wish Tom well.ô 

No Handicap for Aussie Special Olympics Golfer Tom Leray -Meyer  

Tom driving 'down the middle' on Day 1 of the tournament -  

this is in a LRGC shirt 

Tom chipping on Day 2 - He is wearing his Special Olympics 
NSW National Games uniform. 
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Law Enforcement Torch Run®  
 Final Leg for 2010 Special Olympics  

European Summer Games  
Held in Warsaw, Poland  

         As we all know, since 1981, the 
tradition of Special Olympics is that the 
ñFlame of Hopeò is carried by a relay team 
of Law Enforcement Officers, known as 
ñGuardians of the Flame.ò  In the case of 
the World or European Games, the team is 
always international and the Torch Run, 
with the agreement of the Hellenic Olympic 
Committee, starts in Greece. 
          For the Warsaw 2010 Games, the 
Flame was lit on September 6

th 
in the city of 

Feres, near Alexandroupolis, in The 
Prefecture of Evros, from the crypt of the 
Monastery of Panaghia Kosmossotira.  
(The Prefecture of Evros is under 
UNNESCO and EU protection.)   
          The Ceremonies were attended by 
over 500 persons, including: 
Mr. Nikolaos Zambounidis of the Prefect of 
Evros and the Representative of the Prime 
Minister and the Government; 
Mr. Georgios Alexandris, the Mayor of 
Alexandroupolis;   
Mrs. Mary Davis, the President and 
Managing Director of SOEE; and 
Mrs. Joanna Despotopoulou, the President 
of SO Hellas. 
         The European Torch Run was 
represented by 3 of 11 members of the 
International Final Leg team: Marek Moltko, 
a Polish SO athlete; Alexandros Kappis, a 
Greek LE officer, Jacek Hachulski, a Polish 

LE officer & EERC.  Remaining members of 
the team awaited The Flame in Ljubljana, 
the capitol of Slovenia. 
        The Lighting Ceremonies were 
completed, culminating with the Torch Run 
through the streets of Alexandroupolis.  The 
Flame travelled through Istanbul, Ljubljana, 
Gibraltar, Luxembourg, Paris, Brussels and 
London, with a goal to reach Poland on 
September 15th.  Here, the team of 11 
ñGuardians of the Flameò was welcomed by 
114 Torch Runners.  Among them were 4 
Polish SO athletes and 33 foreign law 
enforcement officers from Austria, Belgium, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, the Czech 
Republic, Finland, Georgia, Germany, 
Gibraltar, Greece, Holland, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, the Kirgiz 
Republic, Kosovo, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Macedonia, Montenegro, Northern Ireland, 
Serbia, Slovenia and Turkey. 
       Upon lighting the Torch with the minerôs 
lamp in Greece, the big team of 125 
ñGuardians of the Flameò carried the ñFlame 
of Hopeò and started the first run throughout 
Warsaw. 
        After the run and festive lunch, the 
team was divided into five groups of 25 
runners.  Each group was given its own 
route to deliver the ñFlame of Hopeò to 39 
host towns in two days.  Upon arrival in 
each town, the groups were greeted by 
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foreign host delegations, residents, local athletes, 
city authorities, and celebrities from the political, 
sports and cultural world. 
        On September 18, after visiting all towns, the 
Flame returned to Warsaw, where the five groups 
joined as one team to run again throughout Warsaw.  
They were accompanied by approximately 400 
sports enthusiast runners who finished at the Legia 
Soccer Club Stadium, the venue of the 2010 Special 
Olympics European Summer Games Opening 
Ceremonies.  The event was attended by 

approximately 40,000 spectators.  Among them was the President of Poland, the Prime 
Minister, former Presidents and First Ladies, 56 Ambassadors of the countries attending 
the Games, members of the Government and Parliament, 1,600 athletes, 600 coaches, 
250 medical staff, 2,000 volunteers, 800 family members and 230 GOC members. The 
lighting of the Cauldron at the Stadium was the climax of the Ceremony. 
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2010 Law Enforcement Torch Run®  
 Election Results  

International Torch Run Conference 
October 20th through October 23rd 2010 
Long Beach, California 
 
During this yearôs Torch Run Conference, 
several different positions were up for 
election and appointment by the Executive 
Council. 
 
This year, all even numbered Regions were 
scheduled for election. Because there were 
no Regions that experienced any contested 
positions, all the existing Regional 
Coordinators were reelected for another 
term. 
 
The Torch Run Council had three 
appointments to Council, and they were as 
follows: 
 
Law Enforcement Appointee: Luis Rosa of 
Connecticut. 
 
Special Olympics Appointee:  Monte 
Castevens, CEO of Florida Special 
Olympics. 
 
Athlete Appointee:  Martha Hill of 
Wisconsin. 
 
A huge ñThank Youò for their service is 
certainly in order for Mary Beth McMahon, 
who was the previously appointed Special 
Olympics appointee from Northern 
California; Chief Rodney Seurer of the 
Savage Minnesota Police Department, the 
Law Enforcement appointee; and most 
importantly, Vivienne Shockley of Billings 
Montana, who served as our Special 
Olympics Athlete appointee. 
 
There were two At Large positions also 
voted on by the Regions, a Law 
Enforcement At Large position, and Special 
Olympics At Large position. The Special 
Olympics At Large was uncontested, and 

Mark Musso of Missouri was elected to that 
position.  
 
As for the Law Enforcement At Large 
position, we had a total of 5 individuals who 
put in for the position, and after the first 
round of elections, no one candidate had a 
majority of the necessary votes, and a run 
off election was necessary. Antonio 
Williams of Hawaii was then selected for 
the Law Enforcement At Large position. 
 
At the Executive Council level this year, 
there were many new developments, which 
resulted in an election of both Chair of 
Council, as well as Vice Chair. Michael 
Teem, Retired Captain of the Raleigh/
Durham Police Department was offered, 
and accepted a brand new position created 
by Special Olympics International, 
Executive Director of the Law Enforcement 
Torch Run®. Because of this new position, 
and his retirement from Law Enforcement, 
Michael could no longer serve as Chairman 
for Council. After a vote of Council 
members, Lieutenant Michael Peretti of the 
Livermore California Police Department 
was elected to fill the Chair position. Denny 
Aldridge, CEO of Special Olympics 
Wisconsin was also due for reappointment, 
but decided to step down from Council. 
Council then voted for Adrian DeWendt, 
CEO of Special Olympics Oklahoma to fill 
the Vice Chair position. 
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International Law Enforcement Torch Run® Conference  
Long Beach Rides The Wave To Success  

By Lieutenant Mike Peretti, Torch Run Executive Council Chairman  

 A record number of Torch Runners 
at this yearôs Torch Run conference 
in Long Beach, California, 
were challenged to "Catch the 
Wave" and that they did!  Filled with 
the excitement of the USC marching 
band, athlete dancers, and 
tunes from the Beach Boys, the 
atmosphere was that of energy and 
celebration in a fashion only SoCal 
can offer.  Key note speakers such 
as Bruce Jenner, Jim Abbott and 
Rafer Johnson reminded us of the 
importance of sport and the role it 
plays in our lives and the 
opportunities it presents.  Even a 
video welcome from Maria 
Shriver reminded us of how 
proud her mother was of what the 
Torch Run has accomplished and 
the lives we have changed through 
our efforts.   
  
Dressed in Black and White attire, 
Torch Runners set sail on an unfor-
gettable cruise upon the historic 
Queen Mary.  The legends of a 
haunted ship did not spook these 
sailors as they were received with 
the grace and royalty only the 
"Queen" can deliver.  In the class-
room attendees of all levels of 
experience were overwhelmed with 
options as the conference 
committee unveiled their new "track" 
system guiding them to presenta-
tions designed to focus on one of 
three categories: newcomer, vet-
eran, or fund raising.  Sessions were 
overflowing as many new topics 

were offered such as motivating 
volunteers, new recruitment 
strategies, how to tailor presenta-
tions to be better received by an 
audience, and many new ways to 
raise fundséwhich, by the way, hit 
an all time high as did the roar of 
the crowd when Interim Executive 
Council Chair Denny Alldridge 
announced total Torch Run 
revenues raised were $38.3 
MILLION DOLLARS!  
  
The Richard LaMunyon Hall of 
Fame Banquet went pure 
Hollywood, complete with stars, 
paparazzi and a red carpet.  With 
the pomp and circumstance of the 
Academy Awards, athletes in their 
finest gowns and tuxedos stole the 
show and as you would imagine, 
delivered the announcement of Hall 
of Fame inductees in the traditional 
secret envelope to Chief Richard 
LaMunyon himself.  This was a star-
studded spectacular event that filled 
us with memories and sent us on 
our way to Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 
2011. 
  
Congratulations to the Southern 
California Torch Run and all those 
who had a hand in making this 
inspirational conference a ride of a 
lifetime! 
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International Law Enforcement Torch Run® Long Beach  
 Rides The Wave To Success In Pictures  

Host Night was on the elegant Queen Mary 

Ship. 

�-�L�P���$�E�E�R�W�W�¶�V���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���R�I��
perseverance resonated  

with the audience. 

Catch the wave! 

The USC Marching Band led the way for the Torch entrance. 

�$�Q���$�F�D�G�H�P�\���$�Z�D�U�G�V���W�R���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�«���D�V���Z�H���K�R�Q�R�U�H�G��
our Torch Run heroes.   

The Southern California Special Olympic athlete 

stars and Vivienne Shockley on the Red Carpet! 
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