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TEAM CHINA
By: Meili Jiao, athlete & Yan Ding, partner

SPECIAL OLYMPICS CHINA
By: Meili Jiao, athlete & Yan Ding, partner

EAST ASIA (CHINA)
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS CHINA
By: Meili Jiao, athlete & Yan Ding, partner

SPECIAL OLYMPICS CHINESE TAIPEI
SPECIAL OLYMPICS USA ATHLETE TRANSFORMED THROUGH PARTICIPATION
By: Meng-Hsuan Chou, athlete & Melody Mee-Lin Kwok, partner

Her excitement is hard to miss. One of 31 Special Olympics USA skiing athletes, Meagan Paxton is not only
outgoing, but fun to be around. 

With Coach Kellen Britt cheering, “Come on Meg, pull hard! Give it all your might,” Paxton pressed onward
until she reached the finish and stuck her skis into the snow. With a fast finish, Paxton and Coach Britt swung
their arms around each other and patted each other’s backs.

Paxton shared that her Special Olympics experience has completely transformed her life. She changed from a
sheepish individual to a confident, independent individual. She believes that Special Olympics has provided her
a chance to compete with many people from different countries. Special Olympics has allowed her to develop
herself more, learning what it means to persist and persevere.

Besides doing Special Olympics cross country skiing every weekend, Paxton also enjoys to swim, play basketball,
work out, play soccer, do gymnastics and cycle. She also enjoys reading, so much in fact that she can’t keep track
of her favorite book — a title she gives to any work she reads. 

At 25, Meagan has a part-time job that involves data sorting. She works four and a half hours each week amid
all her other activities. 

She used to have roommates with her, but she believes that being independent is something that she will need
to learn later in life. Special Olympics has changed Paxton in many ways, and she is grateful for the opportunity
to participate. 
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ATHLETES ENJOY SPECIAL OLYMPICS
By: Meng-Hsuan Chou, athlete & Melody Mee-Lin Kwok, partner

As the Global Youth Summit representatives of Chinese Taipei, we decided to find out more information about
our own team. 

Chen Jien Hong, figure skating chaperone from Special Olympics Chinese Taipei, shared his first experience of
training Special Olympics athletes with us. He claimed that it was difficult to train the athletes in figure skating
since there are no figure skating places within the city where they live, KaoShung. If they wish to do some real
practicing, they need to travel seven hours by train from KaoShung to Taipei, and practice in the figure skating
place for two hours at night. 

This was a great challenge for the athletes. They not only needed to have the mentality to keep up with the diffi-
cult practices, but also the healthy body to withstand the training.

One of the athletes we were especially fond of was Wei Yuan Hong. Wei Yuan Hong is 10 years old, and this is
his first Special Olympics World Winter Games experience. He’s so excited to be able to skate and perform his
best that he skated without the judge’s permission. The crowd laughed at Wei’s actions, but he took that as fur-
ther encouragement. 

Being part of Special Olympics has made Wei confident and strong in mind that no criticism will hurt him.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS GERMANY ATHLETE WINS MEDAL FOR THREE DAYS
By: Meng-Hsuan Chou, athlete & Melody Mee-Lin Kwok, partner

Nicole Peters glides. She leans back, making a left turn, smooth and slick. Then she snaps, making a 90 degree
turn, slowly stopping at the finish line.

Nicole Peters, Special Olympics Germany athlete competing in snowboarding, is 16 years old and she’s been
part of Special Olympics for three years. She’ll be the first to admit that her involvement in Special Olympics
has made her happier and much more confident. 

Her current success is also making her coach really proud. She has already earned two gold medals in the past
three days.

“Nicole often feels sad about not being able to meet her own standards,” said her coach, Ingo Cordes.

Peters played down her take on her recent placing. 

“Cool, flower power,” she said. Her coach quickly explained that the name of her board is Flower Power. 

Before she settled on snowboarding, Peters was a diehard skier. At first, she fell down very often and felt very
badly about it. Yet the same time, she was happy about trying new things and going beyond what she thought
were her limits. After days of practice, she was already boarding like a professional, impressing even her coach. 

Cordes, who has been coaching with Special Olympics for five years, loves working with athletes like Peters. 

“The best experience in Special Olympics is to be able to see his athletes happy in the process of doing things
that they like.”
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS ATHLETE FROM ALASKA PLANNING TO GET MARRIED
By: Meng-Hsuan Chou, athlete & Melody Mee-Lin Kwok, partner

Amy Murrill, Special Olympics Team USA athlete competing in snowboarding at the 2005 Special Olympics
World Winter Games in Nagano, Japan, is currently 32 years old. At home, she is now working as a store clerk,
living a very happy life. 

In addition to her practice and working hours, she hangs out with her boyfriend, who is 35 years old; she met
him through Special Olympics. Murrill has participated in many competitions before, but this was her first
snowboarding event. She’s proud to say that she changed a lot during her time with Special Olympics. Not only
is she more willing to try new things, but she’s also more independent now.

She first started her Special Olympics career in 1992 when her teacher recommended getting involved. She
really enjoys all that she is doing and realizes that she can achieve anything she sets her heart to. 

After returning home from Nagano, Murrill will return home to what she hopes will be a wonderful wedding as
she plans to get married shortly after going back to the United States. 
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