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Capitol Hill Day 2012
Social Media Activation Ideas

SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVATION

Social Media is a very effective way to raise awareness and share messages of self-advocacy and the impact of Special Olympics athletes and Best Buddies participants on policy that shapes the lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Below are some ideas and links to help you maximize the social media activation opportunities around Capitol Hill Day 2012.

QUICK TIPS 

Share, share and share!
Use social media outlets (Facebook, Twitter, You Tube and blogs) to share updates and photos of your meetings and activities during Capitol Hill Day 2012 by using your smartphone (iPhone, Android, Blackberry, etc) to upload throughout the day.

Keep the messaging POSITIVE!  
Remember, anything you say online is there forever and can be seen by anyone.  Messages you share should only be positive in nature and not say anything negative about your experience that might impact the ultimate goal of getting members of Congress to support Special Olympics and Best Buddies.  If you have any questions about what is appropriate, ask your delegation leader BEFORE you post an update.

Use Available Resources
Not sure what to say?  Use the talking points and messaging provided in your Capitol Hill Day training to post updates to Facebook and Twitter.  Just add an “I agree” or “I like” or “I want you to…” to make it personal.

Photos
Everyone LOVES a photo! Include a picture of you and your delegation in front of the name plate of your Congressman or Senator’s office, state flag or with the Member themselves in your Facebook and Twitter status updates.


SPECIFIC IDEAS

Facebook
Use your mobile device (iPhone, Android, Blackberry, laptop, cell phone) to update your Facebook status. Some suggestions are below.  Highlighted items must be specified for each post before you update.

1. Suggested status updates: (TIP: Use your Hill Day messaging sheet to create messaging!)

a. About to meet with Congressman/Senator [ENTER NAME] to advocate support for Special Olympics and Best Buddies! 
b. Just met with Congressman/Senator [ENTER NAME] to advocate support for Special Olympics and Best Buddies!
c. In Washington DC for Capitol Hill Day 2012 to advocate for support Special Olympics and Best Buddies!
d. Please support Special Olympics and Best Buddies by contacting your Senator to ask them to support the critical impact work of our organizations. http://www.contactingthecongress.org
e. Did you know students with special needs are the most bullied students in schools? Special Olympics and Best Buddies helps create inclusive classroom environments that impact communities. Let your member of Congress know you want them to support our work by calling or emailing them now! http://www.contactingthecongress.org




Use your mobile device (iPhone, Android, Blackberry, laptop, cell phone) to upload pictures or videos from the day directly to your Facebook page.  Be sure to add specifics in the caption about what you are doing in Washington, D.C.

You can find Special Olympics on Facebook at www.facebook.com/SpecialOlympics and Best Buddies International at www.facebook.com/BestBuddies


Twitter

If you tweet for Hill Day, use the hashtag #HillDay with every tweet so everyone can follow the conversation. Also, be sure to follow:

@SpecialOlympics the flagship Special Olympics handle. Many state programs have their own Twitter handle, use the search box to find them, or go to the Program website and look for the Twitter icon.

@BestBuddies is the flagship Best Buddies handle.  Apply same process as above to find local Best Buddies Chapters on Twitter.


Members of Congress on Twitter 

Nearly every member of Congress has a presence on Twitter. Since it is a public forum, if they have a presence, you can guarantee they have someone monitoring that presence so it’s a great way to reach them directly!  

Find your member(s) of Congress here: http://tweetcongress.org/members/ and follow them. Tweet @ them to link their account so they see your tweet and can respond or re-tweet.

Take pictures with your smartphone in their office and Tweet @ them with it.
Thank them for the meeting with an @ tweet.


Newspapers/Radio/Online Media

We encourage you to search for your local news outlets on Twitter at http://search.twitter.com or on their website and Tweet @ them with your activities! (Don’t forget your favorite local blogs, normally they all use Twitter!)

Suggested Tweets to get you started 

Note: Please insert or swap out your relevant @YourMemberofCongress or @LocalNewsOutlet into your Tweets!  

On Capitol Hill advocating for @SpecialOlympics and @BestBuddies #HillDay

@SpeakerBoehner please support the critical impact work done by @SpecialOlympics & @BestBuddies 

@washingtonpost On Capitol Hill advocating support for @SpecialOlympics and @BestBuddies #HillDay Pls RT!

Thank you to @RoyBlount for meeting with @SpecialOlympics @BestBuddies advocates today and offering support for our impact work.

Check out me w/ my Congresswoman @SueMyrick! Here for #HillDay asking support for our critical impact work http://twitpic.com/12345
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