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                            Brief History of the Relationship
The relationship between Special Olympics New York and the New York City Department of Education has been mutually beneficial and propitious; 10,000 special needs children have participated in the programs Special Olympics New York offers to its athletes and have benefited through quality sports training clubs and various competitions. In the past S.O.N.Y. information was disseminated through the former NYC Board of Education as a component of the city wide physical education curriculum. This allowed for Special Olympics to be part of the school system with minimal Special Olympics staffing and most direct services being provided by N.Y.C. D.O.E. adaptive physical education teachers. Since SONY lacked the staff to drive its curriculum and support ongoing Special Olympics programs the number of active participants decreased and puts at risk those ongoing programs Special Olympics supports in the New York City Public schools. 
Realizing the need to develop a more concentrated approach to providing services to the special needs student in the New York City Public School system and to meet the Department of Education’s mandate to bring an integrated approach to the delivery of services to special education students S.O.N.Y. and the N.Y.C.D.O.E. are launching a pilot program in two public school regions. As with all of our programs the overarching goal will be to facilitate the process in which special needs students can grow in an environment of equality, respect and acceptance. 
                                 Overview of the Pilot Program 

Working in collaboration with the Director and Assistant Director of the NYCDOE Office of Adaptive Physical Education and under the auspices of the Office for Related and Contractual Services the Program Director of the New York City Schools Project from Special Olympics of New York will work with the two Regional Administrators for Special Education from Regions 3 and 9 respectively to target three schools serving special needs students. The SONY Program Director will work in conjunction with the administrators and staff of those targeted schools to tailor a program that includes Professional Development for the school staff offering the full range of Special Olympics programs that can be incorporated into the mandated APE program. 
                                    Goals of the Program

· To provide a forum for introducing Special Olympics services to the decision makers and curriculum planners for a particular school region.

· To train teachers and support staff in creating and maintaining a Special Olympics training club that is incorporated into and supports the mandated APE program.
· To offer clubs the opportunity to compete in school wide and school region wide competitions. 

· To help clubs prepare athletes for participation in Special Olympics sectional, regional and statewide games depending on  the athlete’s eligibility.
· To develop a network for APE teachers and support staff to exchange ideas and improve skills in developing and maintaining their clubs. 

· To implement the Special Olympics Get Into It curriculum that promotes diversity through understanding and links general education students with special needs students. 
· To utilize an assessment tool for monitoring participants levels of achievement.

· To expand services for after school and Saturday programs that are congruent with and will supplement the mandated APE programs. 
                                  Eligibility Requirements 

Any child enrolled in a public school age 8 or older who has been classified as learning disabled, communication delayed or intellectually disabled-formerly designated as MIS I, MIS III or MIS V respectively. 
                                    Program Information

Eligible individuals will register for Special Olympics training by completing both a Medical Release and Consent Form. Forms will be available from both the Program Director from SONY and the Office of Adaptive Physical Education. 

In addition every athlete must be registered as part of a local training club directed by a coach. Training Club Registration Forms identify the athletes, describe in what sports the athletes are training including days and times of training along with the names of the APE teachers and any other coaches involved in the training of the athletes. 
APE teachers will direct athletes into age appropriate sports, select sports the coach is qualified to coach and stress the importance of training and preparation.

                                 Official Sports 

Alpine skiing                                                                                          Golf
Aquatics (swimming)                                                                            Gymnastics
Athletics (Track and Field including                                                      Motor Activities 
Specialized events for wheelchair and low functioning athletes            for training
Basketball (Team and Individual Skills)                                                Nordic Skiing
Bocce                                                                                                    Floor Hockey Skills
Bowling                                                                                                 Power lifting
Cycling                                                                                                 Roller Skating

Equestrian                                                                                             Softball (Team

Figure Skating                                                                                       and Individual)

Floor Hockey  Team                                                                                         Speed Skating

Football (Soccer)                                                                                     Tennis

                                                                                                                 Sailing
                                                                                                                 Volleyball (Team         

                                                                                                                 And Individual)

                   Potential  Spring Sports 

Bocce                                                         Athletics
Bowling                                                      Gymnastics
Floor Hockey Skills                                   Tennis
