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COOPERATIVE AGGREEMENT

       Special Olympics Virginia

       Richmond Public Schools
     Richmond Recreation & Parks
         North Richmond YMCA;

and American Family Fitness Centers

Special Olympics Virginia, Richmond Public Schools, Recreation and Parks, the North Richmond YMCA, and American Family Fitness Centers have joined forces to collaboratively provide additional opportunities for year round sports training and local competition, to inner city youth and adults, with mental retardation who reside in the City of Richmond.  The procedures agreed to herein will ensure persons with mental retardation to become accepted, valued, and given a better opportunity to become productive citizens within our community.

1.  Special Olympics Virginia (SOVA) agrees to the following:

· SOVA will conduct information sessions for teachers, parents, and community partners.

· SOVA will recruit and register athletes, including arranging for physical examinations as required.

· SOVA will plan, implement and oversee athlete training competition programs.

· SOVA representative will be active and meet periodically with Richmond’s City Council and numerous community agencies.

· SOVA representative will serve as a liaison between agencies, athletes, and the community.

· SOVA will specifically provide volunteer coaches to Richmond Recreation and Parks, for athletes having mental retardation, participating in the summer Federal Food Program.
· SOVA will provide activities to student and adult athletes, having mental retardation that RR&P and the YMCA facilities may not be able to accommodate.

· SOVA will participate with partners to promote community awareness of mental retardation and inform athletes, parents, and volunteers of the other resources available.

· SOVA will provide volunteer coaches with training and certification.

2. Richmond Public Schools RPS agrees to the following: 

· RPS will disseminate literature through the Public Relations Department, and provide media and public service announcements periodically within the school system.

· RPS will provide transportation during school hours, to students that are participating in Special Olympics’ activities.

· RPS Administrators, Faculty, and Staff will assist with encouraging parents, teachers, and the entire student body to become more involved with Special Olympics.
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· RPS will provide facilities to student athletes for training and local competition when available.

· RPS will designate a “Special Olympics’ Day” honoring student athletes, faculty, parents, volunteers, and students participating with Special Olympics Virginia.

· RPS will participate with partners to promote community awareness of mental retardation and to inform parents, faculty, and staff of the resources available to families.

3.  Richmond Recreation and Parks (RR& P) agrees to the following:

· RR&P will provide recreational facilities for training and competition when available.

· RR&P will assist with promoting and publicizing scheduled events, upon timely notification.

· RR&P will refer potential athletes having mental retardation to SOVA activities.

· RR&P will designate an existing facility and attempt to mainstream students with mental retardation into the summer Federal Food Program.

· RR&P will assist partners in its efforts to increase public awareness of mental retardation and the advertisement of available resources to the community.

4.  North Richmond YMCA agrees to the following:
· YMCA will provide facilities to Richmond Public Schools’ students fro training when available.

· YMCA will be active with promoting Special Olympics’ events and activities.

· YMCA will refer potential athletes and parents to Special Olympics Virginia.

· YMCA will assist the partners in its efforts to increase public awareness of mental retardation and the advertisement of available resources to members.

5.  American Family Fitness Centers (AFF) agree to the following:

· AFF will provide facilities to Special Olympics’ athletes for training when available.

· AFF will be active with promoting Special Olympics’ events and activities.

· AFF will assist the partners in its efforts to increase public awareness of mental retardation and the advertisement of available resources to members.

This agreement is effective October 3, 2004 and will remain in force until any party terminates it in writing.  This agreement may be amended, revised, and /or expanded as mutually agreed upon by parties in writing.  The agreement will be reviewed annually by all parties.
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