SPECIAL OLYMPICS UNITED STATES LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

2009 COMMITTEES
Technology Committee
Mission Statement

The mission of the USLC Technology Committee is to serve as a resource to US programs; to discover and research new technology options; and to assist in collection of data and information; with a goal of enhancing overall efficiency, effectiveness and productivity, while pursuing quality technology products at practical prices for Special Olympics programs.
2008 Accomplishments
· Online Google Technology Group was formed for posting Minutes, Questions, Discussions, etc. on this site.
· Surveys were conducted and information gathered from the surveys were included in work group meetings.

· Update on GMS was reviewed by committee.

· Third party discount agreement reached with company.

· Assigned committee member to serve with SOI re: on-line fundraising.

2009 Goals

1. Serve as a liaison between programs and Bespoke re: GMS improvements that can’t be addressed by programs.

2. Serve as a liaison between programs and SOI re: KMS improvements and further development.

3. Promote better utilization of websites, linking with SOI, and on-line technology, through 1 presentation to programs.

4. Examine and present at least 2 new technology options that can enhance programs productivity, efficiency and effectiveness.

5. Increase collaboration and communication among programs by collecting data through surveys, identifying staff who are experts in various software programs to serve as resources and trainers to others, and identify cost saving options.

2009 Committee Members
Pat Carpenter, Chair
CEO

Special Olympics Louisiana

pcarpenter@laso.org
Phone: 985-345-6644
Matt Aaron

CEO

Special Olympics Pennsylvania

maaron@specialolympicspa.org
Phone: 800-235-9058

Kelly Vaughn
Special Olympics North Carolina

kvaughn@sonc.net
Phone: 919-719-7662 

Robyn Markey

Director, Organization Development

Special Olympics North America

rmarkey@specialolympics.org
Phone: 919-870-9784

Andre Mendes

VP/CIO Information Technology

Special Olympics Inc.

amendes@specialolympics.org
Phone: 202-824-0377
Arthur Steinhorn

CFO

Special Olympics Oregon

asteinhorn@soor.org 

Phone: 503-248-0600

Reuben Silva

Sr. Mgr, Sports Technology

Special Olympics Inc.

rsilva@specialolympics.org
Phone: 202-824-0362

Bill Porreca

USLC Rep. to Technology Committee

Special Olympics Vermont

wporreca@vtso.org
Phone: 802-863-5222
David Dorn

CEO

Special Olympics Minnesota

dornd@somn.org
Phone: 612-604-1261

Dallas Leatham

Special Olympics Idaho

dleatham@idso.org 

Phone: 208-323-0482
2009 Sub-Committee Members
Andrea Wetzel

Special Olympics Wisconsin

awetzel@specialolympicswisconsin.org
Becky Lipp

Special Olympics Illinois

blip@soill.org
Faye Borchert

Special Olympics Wisconsin

fborchert@specialolympicswisconsin.org
Gerri Walter

Special Olympics Rhode Island

gerri@specialolympicsri.org
John Cochran

Special Olympics North Carolina

johnc@sonc.org
Kelly Garrick

Special Olympics South Carolina

kgarrick@so-sc.org
Peggy Korringa

Special Olympics Florida

peggykorringa@sofl.org
Rochelle Deeter

Special Olympics Utah

deeter@sout.org
Tom Loventhal

Board Member

Special Olympics Tennessee

tloventhal@comcast.net
Mark Reed

Special Olympics Iowa

mreed@soiowa.org
Margie Cate

Special Olympics Southern California

mcate@sosc.org 

FDC Committee
Mission Statement
The mission of the USLC Finance and Development Committee is to liaison with SOI and the United States Programs on strategic and operational issues related to financial management and development. 

2008 FDC Accomplishments
1.
Appointed at least one FDC member to assist in the planning and implementation of the 2008 fundraising meeting for US Program 
fundraising staff and CEOs.  

2. Revised the fundraising protocols including revenue-sharing guidelines between US Programs and SOI.   Work will need to continue on the communications aspects with World and National GOCs.    

3. Collaborate with SOI/SONA and serve as a liaison between U.S. Programs and SOI on all multi-jurisdictional fundraising programs.   Formed working groups (subcommittees) for Walmart Foundation, Bank of America affinity program, Midwest Trophy, RSM McGladrey, and CDMP. 

4. No measurable progress was made in determining FDC's role in fundraising for SO Team USA for the 2011 World Games.  No activity will be taken for the 2009 World Winter Games. 

5. 2010 National Games fundraising:  A meeting was held between the FDC chair, Sport Committee chair, SONA Managing Director, SONA Senior Director for Sports, and the National Games Executive Director to learn about the progress made in fundraising.  The FDC will continue its effort to generate leads for the National Games in 2009.   

6. Establish FDC's role in assessing financial impact on US Programs of all goals or programs initiated by any USLC committee.   A session at the US Development conference offered a beginning of discussion on this topic and a session is planned for the 2009 USBM.   
7. Promote peer-to-peer assistance to U.S. Programs on finance issues, as requested.  No requests were made of the FDC.   
2009 FDC Goals

1.
Explore the expanded role of the FDC in the planning and implementation of future fundraising meetings for US Program 
fundraising staff and CEOs.  

2. Oversee the fundraising protocols including revenue-sharing guidelines between US Programs, World and National GOCs, and SOI.   

3. Collaborate with SOI/SONA and serve as a liaison between U.S. Programs and SOI on all multi-jurisdictional fundraising programs.   

4. Determine FDC's role in fundraising for SO Team USA for the 2011 World Games. 

5. Form a task force to generate fundraising leads and ideas for the 2010 SO USA National Summer Games.   

6. Establish FDC's role in assessing financial impact on US Programs of all goals or programs initiated by any USLC committee. 
7. Promote peer-to-peer assistance to U.S. Programs on finance issues, as requested.
2009 FDC Members
Chair:

Keith L. Fishburne
Special Olympics North Carolina
2200 Gateway Centre Blvd., Suite 201
Morrisville, NC 27560
Phone:  919-719-7662, ext. 102

Cell:  919-818-4455
E-mail: kfishburne@sonc.net

Members:

Alan Bolick
Special Olympics Tennessee
1900 12th Avenue South
Nashville, TN 37203
Phone:  615-329-1375
E-mail: sotnpres@aol.com
Nancy Bottelo
Special Olympics Hawaii
1500 South Beretania Street, Suite 208
Honolulu, HI 96826
Phone:  808-943-8808, ext. 22
E-mail: ceo@specialolympicshawaii.org
Richard Collett
Special Olympics California - North
3480 Buskirk Avenue, Suite 340
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone:  925-944-8801, ext. 206
E-mail: rick@sonc.org
Adrian DeWendt (Intern. LETR Liaison)
Special Olympics Oklahoma
6835 South Canton Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74136-3433
Phone:  918-481-1234
E-mail: adrian@sook.org
David Dorn
Special Olympics Minnesota
100 Washington Avenue S., Suite 550
Minneapolis, MI 55401
Phone:  612-604-1261, ext. 261
E-mail: dornd@somn.org
Rich Fellingham 
Special Olympics Iowa
551 Dovetail Road, P.O. Box 620
Grimes, IA 50111-0620
Phone:  515-986-5520
E-mail: rfellingham@soiowa.org

Bob Gobrecht (SONA Managing Director)
18 Temple Court
New Haven, CT  06511
Phone:  203-789-1147

Cell:  202-372-6178
E-mail: bgobrecht@specialolympics.org
Margaret Hunt
Special Olympics Oregon
5901 SW Macadam Avenue, Suite 100
Portland, OR 97239
Phone:  503-248-0600
E-mail: mhunt@soor.org
Neal Johnson
Special Olympics New York
504 Balltown Road
Schenectady, NY 12304-2290
Phone:  518-388-0790
E-mail: njohnson@nyso.org
Bob Rickard
Special Olympics Ohio
3303 Winchester Pike
Columbus, OH 43232
Phone:  614-239-7050
E-mail: rwrsooh@aol.com
Doug Snyder
Special Olympics Illinois
605 East Willow Street
Normal, IL 61761
Phone:  309-888-2551
E-mail: dsnyder@soill.org

Tracy DeVries (SONA Senior Manager, Collaborative Devt)
1533 C Street SE
Washington, DC 20003
Phone:  202-543-6330
E-mail: tdevries@specialolympics.org
2009 Online Fundraising Task Force Members
Dave Dorn

Special Olympics Minnesota

(Liaison to FDC)
Andrea Weitzel

Special Olympics Wisconsin

(Liaison to Technology Committee)

Diannah White

Special Olympics Missouri

Ann Kisting

Special Olympics Illinois

Chris Smith

Special Olympics New York

Kim Pine

Special Oympics Southern California

Shannon McCracken

Special Olympics Inc.

Olga Woltman

Special Olympics Inc.

Joan Wheatley

Special Olympics Inc.

2009 CDMP Advisory Group Members
Randy Mascorella

Special Olympics New Mexico

(Liaison to FDC)

Bob Johnson

Special Olympics Massachusetts

Mike Mason

Special Olympics Connecticut

Debbie McAngus

Special Olympics Texas

Shannon McCracken

Special Olympics Inc.

Joan Wheatley

Special Olympics Inc.
Public Relations and Education Committee (PREC)
Mission Statement

The mission of the USLC Public Relations and Education Committee (PREC) is to organize, distribute, and implement public relations and education initiatives that meets the need of Special Olympics Programs and that enhance the image and message in promoting all aspects of Special Olympics United States; while also striving to strengthen the flow of information between US programs and increasing US Program input in the public education and public relations decision-making.

2008 Accomplishments
January 2008

The Be A Fan conference calls begin and receive good participation and positive feedback.  Public Relations and Education Committee encourages programs to begin using the Be A Fan campaign materials in January 2008.  
February 2008

The Public Relations and Education Committee 2008 goals:


1.  Crisis Communications


2.  Assist in the Education/Awareness to U.S. Programs about the “Be A Fan” and/or “R" Word campaigns. 


3.  Host at least two general conference calls to include any interested Public Relations staff member(s), CEO’s and World Games 
  


     Communication/PR Reps with topics such as: new initiatives and/or materials, updates/discussion of Be A Fan and/or World Games 

     plans.

Ongoing sharing of crisis communications information.
March 2008

The Public Relations and Education Committee begins to look at ways they could utilize the campaign for their program areas and getting the community more involved.

April 2008 

SONA will give the Public Relations and Education Committee some funds to have a PR Committee National Meeting scheduled for June 24-26, 2009 in Nebraska.
July/August 2008

World Games PR toolkit placed on KMS

July 30th Public Relations and Education Committee conference call – 33 states on the call.
September/October 2008

New Public Relations and Education Committee members:  Chris Smith, NY is involved in Development and Public Relations and Michelle Henson, IL has been working Communications for SO for ten years which includes Team USA and China and Sarah Leeth, NE working on games with Chuck Copper.

Be A Fan campaign – Print PSA’s posted to KMS
November/December 2008

We will meet our goals for 2008.  November 18th was our second conference call with the CEOs which was represented by 20 states.  

Communications Conference will be held in conjunction with the Sports Business meeting, June 24-26 in Nebraska.

Continue to encourage programs to develop a crisis communication plan if they do not have one.

2009 PREC Committee Goals

1.
Host one Public Relations Conference in June 2009 and host two informational conference calls for U.S. CEOs.

2.
Provide support to U. S. Programs/Campaigns such as “Be A Fan”, World and National Games.

3.
Establish a national communications partner in cooperation with the Public Relations Department of Special Olympics International.

2009 PREC Conference Call Dates

The 2009 PREC Conference Call dates are as follows:  January 21, February 18, April 15, June 10, August 12, September 30, & November 3.  All PREC calls are scheduled for 3 p.m. EST.
2009 PREC Committee Members
Chair:

Margaret Larsen
Special Olympics Texas
7715 Chevy Chase Drive

Suite 120
Phone: 512-491-2930

Fax: 512-835-7756
mlarsen@sotx.org
Amie Dugan
Special Olympics Florida
1105 Citrus Tower Blvd.
Clermont, FL 34711
Phone: 352-243-9536
Fax: 352-243-9568
amiedugan@sofl.org
Mark Buerger
Special Olympics Kentucky
105 Lakeview Court
Frankfort, KY 40601
Phone: 800-633-7403

Fax: 502-695-8222
mbuerger@soky.org 
Laura Gremelsbacker

Special Olympics Connecitut
2666 State Street, Suite 1
Hamden, CT 06517-2232
Phone: 203-230-1201
Fax: 800-443-6105 

LauraG@soct.org
Jill Ward

Special Olympics Washington
2150 North 107th, Ste 220 

Seattle, WA 98133

Phone: 206-362-4949

Fax: 206-361-8158

jward@sowa.org
Kim Widdess

Special Olympics Int’l
1133 19th St NW 

Washington, DC 20036

Phone: 202-628-3630

Fax: 202-824-0200

kwiddess@specialolympics.org
Tracy DeVries 
Special Olympics, Int’l

1533 C Street SE
Washington, DC 20003
Phone: 202-543-6330

Fax: 202-824-0200

tdevries@specialolympics.org
Gerri Walters
Special Olympics Rhode Island

33 College Hill Road, Suite 31

Warwick, RI 02886
Phone: 401-823-7411

Fax: 401-823-7415

Gerri@specialolympicsri.org 
Browyn-Schaefer Pope
Special Olympics Minnesota
100 Washington Avenue South, Ste 550
Minneapolis, MN 55401
Phone: 612-333-0999 
Fax: 612-333-8782
schaeferpopeb@somn.org 
Kathy Meagher 

Special Olympics North Dakota

2616 South 26th Street
Grand Forks, ND 58201

Phone: 701-746-0331
Fax: 701-772-1265 

sond@midconetwork.com
Jim Balamaci

Special Olympic Alaska

3200 Mountain View Drive

Anchorage, AK 99501

Phone: 907-222-7625 

Fax: 907-222-6200

jim@specialolympicsalaska.org
Kelly Coffey

Special Olympics Texas
7715 Chevy Chase Drive

Suite 120
Phone: 512-491-2928

Fax: 512-835-7756
kcoffey@sotx.org
Rick McCarty
Special Olympics Texas
2145 Octubre Drive

El Paso, TX 79935

Phone: 915-598-0863

wrmccarty@sbcglobal.net
Kirsten Seckler 
Special Olympics International
1133 19th St NW 

Washington, DC 20036

Phone: 202-628-3630

Fax: 202-824-0200

kseckler@specialolympics.org
Chris Smith
Special Olympics New York
504 Balltown Road
Schenectady, NY 12304

Phone: 518-388-0790

csmith@nyso.org
Sarah Leeth

Special Olympics Nebraska
Director Of Marketing And Fund Development  

7600 North 70th Street 

Lincoln, Ne 68517

Cell: 402.981.4862
Phone: 402-981-4862

leeth2010@specialolympics.org
Michelle Henson

Special Olympics Illinois

605 E. Willow St.   

Normal, IL 61761 

Phone: 309-888-2551
mhenson@soill.org
2009 PREC Conference Call Dates

The 2009 PREC Conference Call dates are as follows:  January 21, February 18, April 15, June 10, August 12, 
September 30, & November 3.  All PREC calls are scheduled for 3 p.m. EST.

Program Innovations Committee (PIC) 
Mission Statement

The mission of the USLC Program Innovations Committee is to serve as a liaison to program activities that enhance services to stakeholders in addition to the traditional sports model.  PIC also serves as the conduit to new innovative opportunities through ongoing support and recognition.
2008 Accomplishments
That the Program Innovations Committee has made progress and has a more defined sense of direction.

· Have worked toward the goal of Health Insurance and will be able to complete an initial survey in 2009

· The Athlete Input Council completed updated the council contact list and completed one survey

· The initial concept of program innovation recognition has been completed.

· Succession planning has looked into a tool similar to Central Michigan University and is starting to work on with a group (task force) that is planning appropriate support new CEO’s coming into the organization through orientation and mentoring.

That successful work with Project Unify has taken place
2009 Goals

	· Complete the investigation into feasibility of Health Insurance managed and negotiated through Special Olympics North America
· Utilize the voice of the Athlete Input Council to gain athlete perspectives on issues in the United States.
· Finalize Program Innovations Awards for recognition at the 2009 USBM
· Make adjustments in preparation for 2010

· Continue to address the issue of succession planning

· Serve as the liaison to “Project Unify” and communication conduit with the USLC

· Serve as liaison to program innovations and special projects

· Young Athlete Program

· Healthy Athletes

· Global Congress in 2010

· Compile information on innovative program activities as it is being developed 

· Determine process that supports communication and collaboration in new ideas as they are developed.
2009 Committee Members



	Tom Fraker

Special Olympics Arizona

1850 North Central Avenue

Suite 900

Phoenix, AZ  85004-4540

(602) 230-1200

(602) 230-1110 (fax)

tomf@soaz.org 


	John Corbett

Special Olympics West Virginia

1206 Virginia Street East

Suite 100

Charleston, WV  25301

(304) 345-9310

(304) 345-9338 (fax)

john@sowv.org
	Paul Marretti 

7323 Newbys Crossing Drive, Apt. F

Richmond, VA 23235

Phone: (804) 659-1523

E-mail: pmslugger@aol.com

	
	Priscilla Dowse

Special Olympics Wyoming 

232 East 2nd Street

Suite 201

Casper, WY  82601

(307) 235-3062

(307) 235-3063 (fax)

pdowse@specialolympicswy.org 
	Lois Arnold

Special Olympics Michigan

Central Michigan University

East Campus Drive

Mt. Pleasant, MI  48859

(989) 774-3911

(989) 774-3034 (fax)

lois.arnold@mail.cmich.edu 

	Mindy Watrous

Special Olympics Colorado

410 17th Street

Suite 200

Denver, CO  80202

(303) 592-1361

(303) 592-1364 (fax)

mw@specialolympicsco.org
 
	Randy Mascorella

Special Olympics New Mexico

6600 Palomas N.E.

Suite 207

Albuquerque, NM  87109

(505) 856-0342

(505) 856-0346 (fax)

randymascorella@sonm.org 
	Steve Hocker

Special Olympics Washington DC

900 2nd Street, NE

Suite 200

Washington, DC  20002

(202) 408-2640

(202) 408-2646 (fax)

wdcso@aol.com

	Ann Grunert

Special Olympics Delaware

University of Delaware

619 South College Avenue

Newark, DE  19716-1901

(302) 831-3480

(302) 831-3483 (fax)

agrunert@udel.edu 
	Carol Husby

Special Olympics South Dakota

305 West 39th St

Sioux Falls, SD  57105

(605) 331-4117

(605) 331-4328 (fax)

chusby@sosd.org 


	David Thomason
Special Olympics Virginia

3212 Skipwith Rd./  Suite 100/  Richmond, VA  23294-4413

(804) 726-3033

(804) 346-9633 (fax)

dthomason@specialolympicsva.org 


Sports Committee 
Mission Statement

The Sports Committee is responsible for working in collaboration with the SONA Sports Director on year-round sports training and athletic competition programs in a variety of Olympic-type sports for individuals with intellectual disabilities across the United States.  The Committee further works in collaboration with the SONA Sports Director to oversee the formalized training programs offered throughout the country.
2008 Accomplishments
Sports Committee

1. Supported the efforts of the 2010 Games.

· Played a role in the establishment of the Games quota

· Managed the Program quota requests


· Reviewed the sports and events to be offered

· Assisted in the selection of the Technical Delegates

2. Initiated the process to review the National Sports Plan.

· Established the Task Force

· Created a timeline for the project

3. Played a vital role in hosting a 2008 Sports Business Meeting

Coaches Education Subcommittee

· 46 institutions offering Special Olympics curriculum

· Establishing partnerships with outside sports organizations

· Participated in the 2008 Sport Business Meeting

· Initiated the process to standardize coaches certification

· Conducted Principles of Coaches training

· Participated in multiple trainings throughout the year

Special Olympics Team U.S.A. Subcommittee

· Completed 2009 Winter Games registration

· Held Winter Games training camp for 336 athletes plus coaches and support personnel at Copper Mountain, Colorado

· Uniforms (general wear/competition) ordered, delivered and embellished

· Implemented plans for the delegations participation in the 2009 World Winter Games

Sports Rules Subcommittee

· Established a process and timeline for the submission of rules changes/modifications to be submitted from U.S. Programs

Unified Sports Subcommittee

· Completed PSA and distributed to each Program

· Held 2 Regional Training sessions (Arizona and Baltimore)

· Established new partnership states (Virginia, Texas, Delaware, Arizona)

· Added 3 new subcommittee members

· Participated in the 2008 Sports Business Meeting

· Updated Module 1 and Module 2 (created accompanying powerpoint) for soccer

2009 Goals

The Sports Committee will continue to collaborate with SONA staff with the implementation of the National Sports Plan.

· Support the efforts of the 2010 National Games

· Complete the revision of the National Sports Plan

· Collaborate with SONA with the agenda and content of the 2009 Sports Business Meeting and HOD Meeting

· Assist with determining the criteria and site of the 2014 National Games

Coaches Education Subcommittee – to develop resources and infrastructures to support the education of Special Olympics’ coaches.

· Develop a Sport Parents program

· Create a Sports Resource Guide

· Continue the development of coach education partnerships with outside sports organizations

· Expand the number of higher education institutions offering the Special Olympics curriculum

· Continue the effort to provide on-line coaches training

· Establish standardized coach certification

Special Olympics Team U.S.A. Subcommittee – to coordinate all aspects of Team U.S.A. for their participation in World Games.

· Initiate the fulfillment of the 2011 management team structure, quota process and budget

· Finalize and manage all team logistics for the delegation’s participation in the 2009 World Winter Games

Sports Rules Subcommittee – to oversee the input of suggested rule changes and modifications from the U.S. Programs.

· Continue the process of collecting rules changes/modifications from the Programs and submitting them to the SOI Sports Rules Committee

Unified Sports Subcommittee – develop resources and infrastructures that will have an impact upon the growth of Unified Sports.

· Develop and distribute relevant information.

· Offer periodic Unified Sports trainings

· Enhance the marketing of Unified Sports

· To review on a regular basis the sport rules for Unified Sports to ensure their compliance with the philosophy of Unified Sports

2009 Sports Committee Members
Chair
Chris Hahn - USLC

CEO At-Large

5280 Foxridge Drive

Mission, KS 66202-1567

913/236-9290 Office

913/236-9771 Fax

hahnc@ksso.org
Members
Kelly Garrick - Southeast 
SO South Carolina

810 Dutch Square Blvd., Suite 204

Columbia, SC 29210

803/772-1555, ext.302 Office
803/772-0094 Fax

kgarrick@so-sc.org 

Dan Epstein - Southwest 
SO Hawaii
1500 S. Beretania Street #208
Honolulu, HI 96826
808-943-8808, ext. 26 Office
808-943-8814 Fax
sports@specialolympicshawaii.org 
Mark Hanken – Northwest

SO Oregon

5901 SW Macadam Ave., Suite 100

Portland, OR 97239

503/248-0600, ext.14 Office

503/248-0603 Fax

mhanken@soor.org 

Tracy Hilliard – Great Lakes
SO Illinois
605 E. Willow Ave.
Normal, IL 61761
309/888-2551 Office
309/888-2570 Fax
thilliard@soill.org 
Tom Waite - Mid-Atlantic 

SO Maryland

513 Progress Drive, Suite P

Linthicum, MD  21090

410/789-6677, ext.109 Office

410/789-5955 Fax 

twaite@somd.org
Steve Jacobson - USLC
BOD North Central
2109 S. Hawthorne
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-336-3053 Office
605-331-4783 Home 
alliedcollserv@aol.com
George Kent - New England 

SO Massachusetts

450 Maple Street, Building #1

Danvers, MA 01923-4009

978/750-0632 Office

978/750-0309 Fax

george.kent@specialolympicsma.org 

Rick McCarty
BOD South Central
2145 Octubre Drive
El Paso, TX 79935
915/598-0863 Home
915/241-4963 Cell
wrmccarty@sbcglobal.net
Kam Waryas – USLC

BOD Great Lakes

13951 Oakville Waltz
Willis, MI 48191

734/587-3901 Home
734/721-0418 Work
sodetroit@gmail.com 

Bobbi Jo Kanter
SO Utah
243 E. 400 South, Ste. 111
Salt Lake City, UT 84111
801-722-1589
801-363-1524 Fax
kanter@sout.org
SONA Staff/ Sports Committee Liaison

Greg Epperson

Special Olympics North America
4004 Barnett Drive, Suite 206

Raleigh, NC  27609

919/785-0701

918/782-3311 Fax

GEpperson@specialolympics.org
Craig Pippert
Special Olympics North America
4004 Barnett Drive, Suite 206
Raleigh, NC  27609
919/785-0701
918/782-3311 Fax
CPippert@specialolympics.org
Annette K. Lynch

Special Olympics North America

5446 Sun Coast Drive

Wilmington, NC  28411

910/794-8207

910-233-3859 Cell

alynch@specialolympics.org
PDC Committee 
Mission Statement

As a standing committee of the United States Leadership Council, the Professional Development Committee will support the membership of the USLC and U.S. Programs by providing a variety of opportunities for participation, education, training, professional development, and the sharing of information.
2008 Accomplishments
· Planning and organization of  U.S. Special Olympics Programs Annual Business Meeting.

· Accomplished

· Planning and organization of Board Development training sessions for U.S.  Special Olympics Program Board Chairs and Chairs Elect.

· Accomplished

· Recognition/Honors of significant contributions and achievements by USLC and U.S. Program Executive members and SONA staff.*

· Accomplished (NASOP)

· Identification and recruitment of potential United States Leadership Council members.

· Not Accomplished

· Working with NASOP and SONA staff, develop and implement introductory sessions for new CEO’s.

· Continuing—to be completed in 2009

· Develop a succession-planning template for US Programs.

· Continuing—to be completed in 2009
2009 Goals
· Planning and organization of  U.S. Special Olympics Programs Annual Business Meeting.

· Planning and organization of Board Development training sessions for U.S.  Special Olympics Program Board Chairs and Chairs Elect.

· Recognition/Honors of significant contributions and achievements by USLC and U.S. Program Executive members and SONA staff.

· Identification and recruitment of potential United States Leadership Council members.

· Working with NASOP and SONA staff to develop and implement introductory sessions for new CEO’s.

· Develop a succession planning template for U. S. Programs

2009 Committee Members
Membership

· Chairperson


· Selected by Chair of USLC

· Committee Members:

· Minimum of one sitting member of the USLC

· Selected by the Chair of the USLC


· As selected by the chair of the PDC from the USLC or any participating U.S. Program.

· Liaison member from NASOP

· 1 member selected by the Managing Director SONA.

· Approved by the Chair of the USLC

· Staff liaison from SONA

· As selected by the Managing Director SONA

	Larry Elrod – Chair

Special Olympics Missouri

Lelrod@ipa.net
	Chris Hahn  - Exec. Committee Liaison

Special Olympics Kansas

hahnc@ksso.org
	Kam Waryas



	Rick McCarty

Special Olympics Texas

wrmccarty@sbcglobal.net
	Robert Johnson - NASOP

Special Olympics Massachusetts

Bob.johnson@specialolympicsma.org
	Beau Doherty

Special Olympics Connecticut

beaud@soct.org

	Laurie LaFollette

Special Olympics Idaho

llafollette@idso.org
	Rick Jeffrey

Special Olympics Virginia

rjeffrey@specialolympicsva.org
	Bobby Doyle

Special Olympics Arkansas

bobbydoylesoar@aol.com

	Mike Furnish

Special Olympics Indiana

mfurnish@soindiana.org
	Dave Dorn

Special Olympics Minnesota

dornd@somn.org
	Mary Beth McMahon

Special Olympics N. California & Nevada

Marybeth@sonc.org

	Robyn Markey – SONA Liaison

Special Olympics North America

rmarkey@specialolympics.org
	
	


Government Relations Committee 
Mission Statement

As a standing committee of the United States Leadership Council, the Government Relations Committee will represent the U.S. Programs in all matters related to Government Relations, including but not limited to issues surrounding Federal Funding and Capitol Hill Day. 
2008 Accomplishments
Capitol Hill Day 2009

Our 5th Annual Special Olympics Capitol Hill Day in 2009 is Wednesday, March 4, 2009.  The format will be similar to years past, with Programs arriving Monday, March 2nd and Tuesday morning, March 3rd, conference and training sessions on the afternoon of March 3rd (starting at 1pm), and departures on Thursday, March 5th. 

We have secured the Wardman Park Marriott Hotel, which is downtown near many restaurants and activities, and just a stone’s throw from the National Zoo.  Rate is $249/per nite for single all the way to a quad room, allowing for 4 to a room, if desired.

We will cover airfare for athletes 2 rooms per Program registered by the deadline.

We know this date presents many challenges, but this is also the best date possible following the 2009 World Games (Feb 6-13), the US Business Meeting (Feb 25-27) and taking into account the projected congressional recess schedule for 2009. We know that February and March 2009 will be extremely busy for Programs, but with the great news to celebrate, and results of last years funding to share, with Project UNIFY and Games just finishing, we hope and expect that all Programs will make their best effort to participate in this extremely important expression to congress of our need for continuing U.S. federal funds.

We understand that west coast Programs attending the USBM may want to stay on the east coast rather than travel back between events, and have kept this in mind for rooming blocks.  If you would like us to help you make plans for a weekend on the east coast, we would be happy to do that.

Also, we are encouraging Programs to consider sending school age athletes and partners when feasible, especially those that might be involved in Project UNIFY projects.  This will help us tell the story of the great success we are achieving with the government funds from FY08.

Schedule and Registration will go out in late November.

Home Town Connections to Federal Representatives

We have not instigated any letter writing or other activities on behalf of Programs this fall because of the intense attention to the presidential race, senate and congressional elections, and the economic crisis. Yet, activities to stay in touch with our champions and others on the Hill continue on a daily/weekly basis.  It is also important for Programs to continue in their ongoing efforts of inviting members of congress to local events (even if you know they cannot make it) to send them notes or cards or photos signed by athletes to stay in touch, and to make them recipients of awards or recognition, where appropriate. In other words, all the local cultivation that we have been encouraging over the past few years is always important, and even more so now, with changes in the air.

APPROPRIATIONS - FY2009 Budget Status
The House FY 2009 Labor, HHS, Education bill includes $4.4 million for Education and $250K for the Nebraska Games.  The Senate side includes $11.79 million for Education of which $3 million was set aside for Idaho Games.

No one can predict the inevitable outcome of any appropriations bill.  The Defense appropriations bills were passed and signed into law last month, including the $3 million for Idaho Games (due to great work by folks in DC and our lobbyist Steve Carey).  The remaining bills will likely be postponed for consideration in February – at best.  If Senator Obama is elected to the Presidency, there is a great likelihood that those bills will pass.  If Senator McCain is elected, Congress will likely pass a Continuing Resolution to the end of September 2009.

Reauthorization

The Members of Congress (staff) who are integral to the passage of our reauthorization in the next Congress are aware of our timeline.  No major initiative has been started – nor is one needed – in this Session.  We will continue to “touch” the operative staff after Congress leaves in order to ensure that the key Members will be willing to sign on early.

Meantime, SOI staff will meet in October/November to determine the changes we should make to this bill – including new funding levels, limits and parameters to Games funding, Urban Initiative, African initiative, Defense activities, etc.  This will be part of the ask on Hill Day, as well as the FY 09 funding, if it has not yet been signed.

Defense Games

This is a new idea spearheaded by Bob Gobrecht and Steve Carey regarding getting some defense budget funding. We are making moderate headway on the idea of DOD ~ SO Games. The idea is to build off the success of what many Programs are doing in conjunction with their bases and armed forces groups, and get included in what is the largest and most predictably funded portion of the federal budget. Steve Carey has received some data and anecdotes to begin the framework of this initiative.  Initial inquiries with DOD sources haven’t gone far, but this is still in the “cultivation” phase. 

Urban/Africa Initiative
Originally, it was expected that efforts with the Black Caucus would springboard an Africa-related initiative, accessing the still unfunded International Growth part of the Sport and Empowerment Act.  Upon further outreach to a number of Congressional Black Caucus Members’ staff, it became clear that many of those offices would like to include an urban-based component to anything involving Special Olympics.  Citing the hope that they could help inner city youth, we have been working to incorporate the Urban Initiative talking points into any new African Initiative.

2009 Goals
1. FIFTH ANNUAL CAPITOL HILL DAY

Capitol Hill Day is scheduled for March 4, 2009, with training for participants taking place the day prior.  The goal is to have at least 40 of the 52 U.S. Chapters represented, including every Chapter that has received federal funding for “Project Unify.”  The Committee will be instrumental in providing training/preparation for SO-CEO’s and other participants/constituents.  In addition, a thorough evaluation of Capitol Hill Day will be undertaken in order to better prepare for future efforts.  Programs will be encouraged to send school-age athletes and partners to Capitol Hill Day, when feasible, to underscore our efforts with “Project Unify.”

It should be noted that the date of this event presents numerous challenges.  CEO’s are also being encouraged to attend 2009 World Games (Feb. 6-13 in Boise, ID), and the U.S. Business Meeting (Feb. 25-27 in Orlando, FL).  Uncertain economic conditions are forcing CEO’s to make difficult budget decisions.  However, the Committee has already written to CEO’s to encourage their participation in order to thank Congress for its support and encourage opportunities for future funding.

2. HOME TOWN CONNECTIONS TO FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVES

In addition to the letter-writing efforts that have been instituted over the past four years, we need to develop additional vehicles to maintain consistent contact with those members of Congress who have been supportive of SO.  A survey of U.S. programs to determine what activities are being engaged in and what has been successful will be a good first step to determine “best practices.”   Vehicles such as invitations to games and events; speaking and awarding medals at competitions; visits from athletes; and making Congress members recipients of special recognition will all be considered.

3. REAUTHORIZATION

The members of Congress who are integral to the passage of the “Reauthorization of the 2004 Special Olympics Sport and Empowerment Act” are aware of our timeline.  No major initiative has been started—nor is one needed—for this upcoming Session of Congress.  Efforts will be made to stay in contact with the operative staff in order to ensure that key Congress members will be willing to support the Reauthorization.

SOI staff will determine what changes should be made to this bill, including new funding levels; limits and parameters to Games funding; the Urban Initiative; the African Initiative; Dept. of Defense activities, etc. Additionally, the Committee will work with SOI staff to provide feedback on any changes or enhancements to the bill’s language.

4. STATE LEVEL GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

It is evident that numerous Chapters are having varying levels of success at the state and local levels of government.  The Committee will conduct a survey to update existing information and then determine a course of action to coordinate the sharing of “best practices.”  Additionally, new CEO’s will be oriented and mentored in a timely fashion in order to familiarize them with SO’s progress in this area.

2009 Committee Members
Bill Shumard, Chair
Special Olympics Southern California

5875 Green Valley Circle, Suite 200

Culver City, CA 90230

(310) 215-8380

Dennis Alldridge
Special Olympics Wisconsin

5900 Monona Drive, Suite 301

Madison, WI 53716

(608) 222-1324

Margaret Larsen

Special Olympics Texas

7715 Chevy Chase Drive, Suite 120

Austin, TX 78752

(512) 835-9873

Pat Carpenter

Special Olympics Louisiana

1000 East Morris Avenue

Hammond, LA 70403

(985) 345-6644

Pat Fegan

Special Olympics Maryland

513 Progress Drive, Suite P

Linthicum, MD 21090

(410) 789-6677

Beth Wojick

Special Olympics Washington

2150 North 107th Avenue, Suite 220

Seattle, WA 98133

(206) 362-4949

Phil Geelhoed

Special Olympics Maine

125 John Roberts Road, Suite 19

South Portland, ME 04106

(207) 879-0489

