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Press Release

CONTACT: (insert your name, phone number and email)

(NAME OF TOWN) TO CELEBRATE EKS DAY
Eunice Kennedy Shriver, founder of Special Olympics, to be remembered with a day of sports and inclusion

[bookmark: _GoBack](INSERT NAME OF YOUR TOWN/CITY) – (insert date of release).  On Saturday, September 24, 2011, (name of town/city) will participate in the 2nd annual global EKS Day, a worldwide celebration in memory of Eunice Kennedy Shriver, founder of the Special Olympics movement and a leading international advocate for the rights of people with intellectual disabilities.  EKS Day is a global call challenging everyone to “Play Unified to Live Unified” because Mrs. Shriver taught us that on the playing field, we forget about our differences and recognize our mutual humanity.  Across the globe, people are demonstrating Eunice Kennedy Shriver’s enduring vision by calling upon athletes, families and friends to come together in a day of inclusive sport and play. 

In proclaiming EKS Day throughout the world Timothy Shriver, CEO and President of Special Olympics said, “Today, on the second annual global Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day, our movement comes together on playing fields all around the world and we invite everyone to join in by playing unified.  Just as my mother tackled injustice with sport, community and friendship, so too are we using these tools to  spread a powerful message about the dignity that belongs to every person, regardless of her or his ability.”  

EKS Day will be celebrated with a number of sports-related activities involving both people with and without intellectual disabilities, including:

(Insert a bulleted list of what activities you will be offering on EKS Day.  Include a schedule if you have one available.  If not, you should re-issue this release once you have a timetable and location information to communicate.)

Individuals and families who have no prior involvement with Special Olympics or the Best Buddies program are urged to come to (insert location of events) and participate.  For more information, call (insert your phone number) or visit (insert name of www.eksday.org or of your local website).


About Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day is an annual celebration of her life and a global call challenging everyone to “Play Unified to Live Unified” because she taught us that on the playing field, we forget about our differences and recognize our mutual humanity.  On EKS Day, we invite you to join us in playing unified and teaching the world to live unified.  As founder and honorary chairperson of Special Olympics and executive vice president of the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation, Eunice Kennedy Shriver was a leader in the worldwide struggle to improve and enhance the lives of individuals with intellectual disabilities for more than five decades.  Eunice Kennedy Shriver’s actions helped open the minds of all people to the gifts and talents of individuals with intellectual disabilities. She believed in their possibilities, which fuel hope in all of us to make a difference. Eunice Kennedy Shriver demonstrated an unrelenting indomitable spirit in action that one person could make a difference and change the world. Her lasting legacy must be our continued commitment to improve and transform the lives of the 200 million people worldwide with intellectual disabilities that still live with diminished opportunities and social disrespect, and are often neglected and hidden away.  Visit www.eksday.org and www.eunicekennedyshirver.org to learn more.

About Special Olympics
Special Olympics is an international organization that changes lives through the power of sport by encouraging and empowering people with intellectual disabilities, promoting acceptance for all, and fostering communities of understanding and respect worldwide. Founded in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, the Special Olympics movement has grown from a few hundred athletes to more than 3.7 million athletes in over 170 countries in all regions of the world, providing year-round sports training, athletic competition and other related programs.  Special Olympics now takes place every day, changing the lives of people with intellectual disabilities all over the world and in the community playgrounds and ball fields in every small neighborhood’s backyard.  Special Olympics provides people with intellectual disabilities continuing opportunities to realize their potential, develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, and experience joy and friendship. Visit Special Olympics at www.specialolympics.org. Engage with us on:Twitter @specialolympics; fb.com/specialolympics; youtube.com/specialolympicshq, and specialolympicsblog.wordpress.com.
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