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EUNICE KENNEDY SHRIVER DAY 
Key Messages and Talking Points
[bookmark: _GoBack]EUNICE KENNEDY SHRIVER DAY (EKS DAY) is an annual celebration of her life and a global call for people to commit actions of inclusion, acceptance and unity for and with individuals with intellectual disability. 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver:
· Dedicated her life to fight for and with those with intellectual disabilities. 
· Helped open people’s minds to the gifts and talents of individuals with intellectual disabilities.  
· Believed that one person could make a difference and change the world.  

On the second annual global EKS Day, 24 September 2011, Special Olympics and Best Buddies will lead the world in a celebration of Mrs. Shriver’s spirit and legacy.  We invite you to join us in playing unified that we may teach the world to live unified.  To give ever new life to her vision, we are calling on athletes, families and friends of Special Olympics to come together in a day of inclusive sport and play -- and we need your help.  Here are some ways you can join us and make a difference on Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day:

· Play Unified to Live Unified -- by joining a Unified Sports® team, or even starting one of your own! (Unified Sports brings together athletes with and without intellectual disabilities on the same playing field.)
· Volunteering with Special Olympics as a coach in your community 
· Becoming a “fan” of Special Olympics on Facebook or a “friend” of Best Buddies -- and inviting your friends to do the same. Our goal is to have one Facebook friend for every one of our more than 3.75 million Special Olympics athletes! http://www.facebook.com/SpecialOlympics 
	
We hope to engage young people, inside and outside school, to learn more about Eunice Kennedy Shriver and the potential of people with intellectual disabilities.  

We must continue her commitment to improve and transform the lives of the 200 million people worldwide with intellectual disabilities who still live with diminished opportunities and social disrespect, who are often neglected and hidden away.
Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day activities focus on sport, because she believed that on the playing field we forget about our differences, and forge bonds that recognize our mutual humanity.
This EKS Day is the second annual celebration (held on the fourth Saturday of September) of inclusion and acceptance -- on what is becoming a global day of unity and action.
For more information, please visit www.eksday.org.
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