
2012 REACH REPORT SUMMARY

ATHLETES SERVED

2011-2012 Change

3,122,261 
TRAINING & COMPETITION  
1,083,369 
TRAINING 

COACHES  

338,093 
ADULTS  

664,763 
YOUTH  

252,394 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

96,000 
HEALTH 

10,641 

193 Games / Day 
 

8 Games / Hour 

4,205,630

+5.97%
+225,122

ATHLETE Change
Year / Athletes in Millions

3.7
4.2

2.5
1.0

2012

2010

2006

2000

Competitions

2011-2012  
Change

70,278

+31%
+16,677

ACCREDITED 
PROGRAMS

COUNTRIES

170

220

ATHLETE LEADERSHIP
ATHLETE LEADERS

2011-2012  
Change

31,958 

+10.6%
+3,063

FAMILY LEADERSHIPYOUTH LEADERSHIP

PROGRAMS WITH 
2 FAMILY COMMUNITY 
BUILDERS 

155

70,945 10,265
YOUTH LEADERS 
(AGE 12-25)

FAMILY LEADERS 

2011-2012  
Change

+19.5%
+1,677

ATHLETE 
Gender

ATHLETE 
AGE

Male 
61.5%  
2,586,462

2-5  
0.9%  
37,823

8-15 
34%  

1,430,680

22+ 
33.5%  
1,407,929

16-21
30.3%  

1,274,313

6-7  
1.3%  
54,885

Female  
38.5%  

1,619,168
HEALTHY ATHLETES Program Leaders

SUPPORT

EVENTS PAID PROGRAM DIRECTORS

ATHLETE EXAMS % of Programs with 
a Paid Program DIRECTOR

Clinical volunteers

2011-2012 Change

741 121

106,427 55%

10,641

-24 EVENTS

+3 PROGRAMS

UNIFIED SPORTS

ATHLETES

PARTNERS

2011-2012 Change

271,238

346,823
+13.81%  

CASH IN-KIND

$466,400,000
$353,500,000    $112,900,000 
+4.2% vs. 2011 +35.7% vs. 2011

YOUTH UNIFIED SPORTS

ATHLETEs & PARTNERs

UNIFIED COACHes

AGE 12-25

69,474

13,866

VOLUNTEERS

1,361,891

WORLDWIDE

OUR MISSION�� 

Special Olympics provides year-round sports training and 

athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports 

for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving 

them� continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, 

demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in 

a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, 

other Special Olympics athletes and the community.

www.SpecialOlympics.org

fb.com/SpecialOlympics

@SpecialOlympics

youtube.com/specialolympicshq

www.specialolympics.org/blog

The data presented in this document is sourced from the Special Olympics Reach Report, which summarizes the 

breadth, depth, and impact of the global Special Olympics movement including data from nearly 170 countries on 

athletes, coaches, competitions, financial support and other areas. 

For more information, or to download a copy of the full 2012 Reach Report, visit SpecialOlympics.org.



Special Olympics Reach  
by Global Region

NORTH AMERICA EAST ASIA

EUROPE-EURASIA     

LATIN AMERICA ASIA PACIFIC

AFRICA MIDDLE EAST NORTH AFRICA

Athletes.........................

Athletes Trained Only........

Coaches.........................

Volunteers....................

Support Cash................

Support In-Kind............

Athletes.........................

Athletes Trained Only........

Coaches.........................

Volunteers....................

Support Cash................

Support In-Kind............

Athletes.........................

Athletes Trained Only........

Coaches.........................

Volunteers....................

Support Cash................

Support In-Kind............

Competitions.........................................

Athlete Growth (2011-12)...................

Average Athlete Growth (2007-12)...

Athlete to Coach Ratio.........................

Unified Sports Participation...............

Healthy Athletes Exams.......................

Competitions.........................................

Athlete Growth (2011-12)...................

Average Athlete Growth (2007-12)...

Athlete to Coach Ratio.........................

Unified Sports Participation...............

Healthy Athletes Exams.......................

Competitions.........................................

Athlete Growth (2011-12)...................

Average Athlete Growth (2007-12)...

Athlete to Coach Ratio.........................

Unified Sports Participation...............

Healthy Athletes Exams.......................

560,262

151,945

124,208

578,924

$171,900,000

$70,700,000

804,080

381,774

44,448

64,042

$1,400,000

$300,000

331,420

207,208

30,426

53,148

$16,600,000

$2,500,000

19,572

+0.26%

+4.04%	

5.7:1

88,807

49,561

6,198

+3.46%

+8.88%	

26.7:1

411,150

3,627

7,458

+3.29%

+3.32%	

17.7:1

44,598

18,662

Competitions.........................................

Athlete Growth (2011-12)...................

Average Athlete Growth (2007-12)...

Athlete to Coach Ratio.........................

Unified Sports Participation...............

Healthy Athletes Exams.......................

Competitions.........................................

Athlete Growth (2011-12)...................

Average Athlete Growth (2007-12)...

Athlete to Coach Ratio.........................

Unified Sports Participation...............

Healthy Athletes Exams.......................

219,966

85,410

19,041

58,750

$400,000 

$2,700,000 

999,781

170,968

101,721

133,837

$17,300,000 

$12,700,000 

3,293

+2.03%

+0.79%	

16:1

10,727

8,003

27,214

+13.05%

+15.62%	

11.5:1

50,654

14,465

Competitions.........................................

Athlete Growth (2011-12)...................

Average Athlete Growth (2007-12)...

Athlete to Coach Ratio.........................

Unified Sports Participation...............

Healthy Athletes Exams.......................

Competitions.........................................

Athlete Growth (2011-12)...................

Average Athlete Growth (2007-12)...

Athlete to Coach Ratio.........................

Unified Sports Participation...............

Healthy Athletes Exams.......................

107,416

37,758

12,935

14,312

$1,100,000

$1,100,000

99,336

48,306

5,314

14,174    

$300,000

$600,000

5,479

+16%

+6.76%	

11.2:1

6,522

9,007

1,064

+3.86%

+4.31%	

27.8:1

5,603

3,102

NORTH  
AMERICA

LATIN  
AMERICA

AFRICA

MIDDLE EAST 
NORTH AFRICA

EUROPE-EURASIA

EAST ASIA

ASIA PACIFIC

ATHLETES By REGION

North America 

16.93%  
712,207

Africa 
3.45%  
145,174

Middle East 
North Africa

3.51%  
147,642

Latin  America
7.26%  

305,376

Europe-Eurasia
12.81%  
538,628

East Asia
28.2%  
1,185,854 Asia Pacific

27.84%  
1,170,749
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Support Cash................

Support In-Kind............
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Athletes Trained Only........
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Support Cash................

Support In-Kind............

Athletes.........................

Athletes Trained Only........

Coaches.........................
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Support Cash................

Support In-Kind............

TOP SPORTS

Athletics 

36.03% 
Other 

34.10% 

Bocce 

5.87% 

Bowling 

5.77% 

Basketball 

8.63% 

Football 

9.60% 


