
The mission of Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children  

and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy  

and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.
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The data presented in this document is sourced from the Special Olympics Reach Report—an annual 

census that summarizes the breadth, depth, and impact of the global Special Olympics Movement 

including data from 170 countries on athletes, coaches, competitions, financial support and other areas. 

For more information, or to download a copy of the full 2011 Reach Report, visit SpecialOlympics.org.
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Special Olympics Reach  
By Global Region

In 2011, Special Olympics operated 225 accredited Programs  

in 170 countries; many of these Programs also managed  

comprehensive networks of local and regional Special Olympics 

clubs and teams. 

This year, Special Olympics reached a major milestone of  

delivering sports, training, and competition opportunities to  

4 million athletes around the world. Demonstrating our  

commitment to extending the reach of Special Olympics, in 2011 

all seven Regions had positive athlete change. North America’s 

Change Rate was only second to the Asia-Pacific Region at  

6.7 percent and 13.6 percent, respectively. Additionally, the Asia-

Pacific Region has now joined East-Asia to become the second  

Region to reach more than 1 million athletes and participants. 

In addition to extending the reach of Special Olympics, 2011 

marked important expansion in programs such as Unified Sports®, 

Healthy Athletes® and Young Athletes™, all in keeping with the  

ambitious goals set out in our Movement’s 2011 – 2015 strategy.

2011 PROGRAM CENSUS SNAPSHOT
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