Wei Chieh Chen (John) says Special Olympics has brought him some of the happiest moments of his life. The 28-year-old says he’s gained confidence through his participation in Special Olympics over the past 11 years and his life has been enriched.
John plays a wide range of sports, including swimming, cross-country skiing, table-tennis, in-line skating, the dragon boat and bocce.  In Taiwan, Special Olympics officials say John’s achievements have made many families change their attitudes toward children with disabilities.
During the 2007 World Summer Games in Shanghai, John was selected to be the lead drummer during the traditional boat performance. He was the first to march, as the ceremonial boats followed the lead of his drum.  
When asked about his proudest accomplishments, John points to the honor of being chosen an International Global Messenger.  John is also proud of the overall progress he’s made through Special Olympics. He began as an athlete and quickly became a leader on his teams.  He was also chosen to go to Morocco for the recent global Athlete Congress. 
Outside of his Special Olympics activities, John is an avid jogger and can be seen setting the pace around his Taipei neighborhood. He also enjoys hanging out with his friends and working at a local restaurant that he says serves the best burgers in Taiwan. 





