Ariel Ary Chinchilla, 19, of Escazu, Costa Rica has been a Special Olympics athlete for more than 10 years and is a star tennis player. 
He is excited to be a new Special Olympics International Global Messenger and proud to share his message that Special Olympics athletes are strong people who want to be valued, included and live in a world where they are respected. 
Ariel works in the human resources department for IBM in Costa Rica and spends much of his free time training to improve his tennis skills. He’s played tennis at the Pan-American Games in Mexico and Brazil, and won gold at the recent Special Olympics Latin America Regional Games in Puerto Rico. The mayor has presented him with the key to the city – and the key is now proudly displayed at his Ariel’s home in Costa Rica. He also had the privilege of carrying the final leg of the torch run when it came through Costa Rica on its way to the Latin America regional games. 
In addition, Ariel has successfully completed a specialized course in motivation and leadership at the Technological Institute of Costa Rica and has been studying Portuguese at the Instituto de Estudios Brasileiros.
 The 2011 Special Olympics World Summer Games in Athens will be Ariel’s very first World Games – and he is excited to attend as a Sargent Shriver International Global Messenger.  He wants to give thanks to Special Olympics for being the daily inspiration in his life.  
