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Camp Shriver Overview & 
 Grant Requirements 

 

What is Camp Shriver? 

Camp Shriver is an inclusive Unified Sports® camp modeled after the original camp at the home of Special Olympics 

Founder Eunice Kennedy Shriver as a precursor to Special Olympics. These camps are designed to provide a Unified 

Sports experience for young people with and without intellectual disabilities (ID) to learn new sports skills , seek physical 

fitness, and offer a social inclusion center of excellence focused on the development of lasting positive friendships while 

providing all participants to be ‘champions of change’ through leadership and education opportunities.   
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In order to be eligible for Camp Shriver grant funding, Camp Shriver must be implemented as a Unified 

Sports program with one of the following focus areas: 

• launching Camp Shriver for the first time, 

• initiating a new Unified Sports model within an existing Camp Shriver, 

• or increasing participation and impact of pre-existing Unified Sports programming in Camp Shriver. 

Potential Grant funding (ranges from $2,000-$11,500) may be used to support Camp Shriver if: 

• the above criteria are met, 

• camp is outlined in the application and shows strong ties to Unified Sports goals, and 

• all funding and reporting guidelines are followed. 

Grant Funding Priority would be placed on Programs that:  

• do not currently conduct Unified Sports,  
• apply from an emerging market, whether a developing country or an inner city program in a developed 

country, 
• consider using Special Olympics Youth Leadership activation, or an organization with youth 

participation, to develop, manage and direct the camp, 
• focus the Camp on developing sports skills in Football, Athletics and Basketball,  
• host a minimum of a 1-week session reaching 80 campers with 20 counselors (ensuring a 4:1 ratio), 
• engage at least 2 community partners (sports, civic club, university, sponsor) that will support Camp 

Shriver, 
• identify athletes, partners and coaches that are between the ages of 12-25 to participate, 
• invite and engage media partners that drive further awareness,  
• activate a social media strategy (Facebook, Twitter, Blogs, etc.), and 
• use the Games Management System to manage the camp’s data. 

 

Programs will report on the following: 

• A written narrative describing the progress of the grant. This will include a description of any key events 
that have taken place as well as important successes and challenges the Program faced. 

• A list of any local, national, or regional partnerships that have been formed. 
• Updates on the target metrics located in part 9 of the grant application. 
• A review and recommendations of the Camp Shriver Toolkit. 
• A summary financial report of funds expended. 
• At least three brief stories providing feedback on the impact of participating in a Unified Sports 

program or event. Stories should be obtained from a counselor, an athlete, and a partner. 
• A minimum of 10 photos showing Unified Sports activities (practices, events, trainings). Some photos (a 

minimum of 3) should demonstrate the use of the Unified Sports logo. 

 


