NFL FOUNDATION GRANT SUPPORTS EXPANSION OF  
SPECIAL OLYMPICS UNIFIED FLAG FOOTBALL IN PROGRAM STATE
CITY/STATE – xx 2017  Program Name received a grant from Special Olympics as part of a contribution from the NFL Foundation to expand Special Olympics Unified Flag Football in the state of Program State.  In January, Special Olympics and the NFL kicked off their partnership to provide opportunities for athletes of all abilities to ’PLAY 60’ through the expansion of Special Olympics Unified Flag Football. The new partnership leverages the football community to promote awareness, respect and inclusion of Special Olympics athletes with the help of NFL players, clubs, supporters and partners.
Program Name has scheduled/conducted/participated in a Unified Flag Football xx – Program Name to develop paragraph around activation and highlight activity.
Quote from athlete in Program on what they did for the activation. 
The NFL Foundation’s contribution will help expand Special Olympics Unified Sports®, which builds inclusive communities by enabling people with and without intellectual disabilities to play on the same team. Special Olympics will use contributions from the NFL Foundation to provide grants to eleven local Special Olympics Programs in states including Massachusetts, New Jersey, North Carolina, Colorado, Northern California, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Kansas, Texas, Washington and Virginia. Local Special Olympics Programs will receive support form NFL teams to help implement the programs in their local markets. 
The grants will enhance Unified Sports programming; increase participation of athletes, partners and coaches; and support Special Olympics Unified Sports’ online education and training course.  [Insert name of NFL team] has and will continue to work with Special Olympics Program Name to help grow and expand opportunities for Special Olympics Unified flag football. 
INSERT QUOTE FROM CR DIRECTOR
Quote from Program CEO, or athlete’s coach and include messaging on how Special Olympics is changing the game with Unified Sports.
The partnership builds on a longstanding relationship between the NFL and Special Olympics. NFL teams have supported Special Olympics in a variety of ways, including hosting youth football clinics and competitions. 
Nearly 5,000 Special Olympics athletes, Unified partners- people with and without disabilities -  and coaches participate in Unified flag football across the United States. Insert local Program information on the history of Unified Sports and existing stats on Special Olympics Unified Flag Football in your Program. 

For more information on Special Olympics Program Name events, please contact Program Name website. 
#
#
#
About The NFL Foundation: The National Football League Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the lives of those touched by the game of football – from players at all levels to communities across the country. The NFL Foundation represents the 32 NFL clubs and supports the health, safety and wellness of athletes, youth football, and the communities that support our game. For more information on The NFL Foundation, visit: www.NFLFoundation.org. 
About Special Olympics

Special Olympics is a global movement that unleashes the human spirit through the transformative power and joy of sports, every day around the world. We empower people with intellectual disabilities to become accepted and valued members of their communities, which leads to a more respectful and inclusive society for all. Using sports as the catalyst and programming around health and education, Special Olympics is fighting inactivity, injustice and intolerance. Founded in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, the Special Olympics movement has grown to more than 5.3 million athletes and Unified partners in 169 countries. With the support of more than 1 million coaches and volunteers, Special Olympics delivers 32 Olympic-type sports and over 108,000 games and competitions throughout the year. Special Olympics is supported by many individuals, foundations and partners.  To see a full list of partners click here.  Engage with us on: Twitter@specialolympics, fb.com/specialolympics, youtube.com/specialolympicshq, Instagram.com/specialolympics and specialolympicsblog.wordpress.com.
Contact: 
[Insert Special Olympics Program PR contact]

[Insert NFL team PR contact]
