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Contact:
INSERT LOCAL CONTACT DETAILS
THE 2016 SPECIAL OLYMPICS EUROPEAN FOOTBALL WEEK KICKS OFF
One Special Week when the Football Community Expands Opportunities for Footballers with Intellectual Disabilities
Insert location – DATE, 2016: The 2016 Special Olympics European Football Week supported UEFA Respect gets underway in X [insert country] from May 21st – May 29th. More than X [insert number] athletes with intellectual disabilities from Special Olympics [insert country] will be participating in X [insert number] events across the country. 
The goal of this year’s European Football Week is to activate more Under 12 (U12) players with and without disabilities to play Unified Football and to promote a healthy and active lifestyle.  Across the Europe Eurasia region more than 50,000 athletes will participate in 450 events across 50 countries supported by UEFA and National Football Federations and Clubs.  Here in X [insert country]   XX [number] events will take place supported by [insert your professional clubs/federations] that are supporting your players.  Some of the events taking place to mark the Week are [list some key events you are holding].
Across Europe Italian Serie A and B, German Bundesliga clubs, Polish Ekstraklasa, Hungarian NBi-OTP Bank Liga, Dutch Jupiler League and Finnish Veikkausliiga will support and host players with and without intellectual disabilities during European Football Week 2016.
According to X [insert name], National Director of Special Olympics X [Insert Country] “European Football Week provides a fantastic opportunity for everyone involved in football to do something to promote respect, acceptance and inclusion for people with intellectual disabilities. Thanks to support from X [insert local sponsors/supporters], this year we have an exciting schedule of events planned and we invite everyone to come out and show their support for our athletes.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]An introduction to the Special Olympics Young Athletes Program for 2 – 7 year olds supported by one of the world’s leading insurance companies MetLife EMEA will be a major part of Football Week in 17 countries including here in X [insert your country name if MetLife supporting YA activities] MetLife is generously supporting Special Olympics to conduct employee engagement events as part of their first ever Community Week of Service initiative.  MetLife staff will volunteer at Young Athletes and Unified Football events during Special Olympics European Football Week.  As a result of Metlife’s generous support, the Young Athletes Program and Unified Football can be further developed in XX [insert your country name]
Football is the most popular of the 33 sports offered by Special Olympics with a total of 137,700 registered players and 7,400 coaches in 58 countries. The number of female players stands at 27,000 and 1,400 children between the ages of 6 and 7 years are involved in football in the Europe Eurasia region.  In X [insert country name] XX athletes participate in football and xx [insert number] coaches.
For more information on Special Olympics X [insert country] visit www.X.org [insert website address]
ENDS 
About Special Olympics X [Insert National Program General Info] 
Visit www.specialolympics.org for more information on Special Olympics.
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